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This report, concerned with the ancestry of William ETHINGTON (died 1853) of Henry County, Kentucky, continues a study that was last reported early in January.  The work offered here contains new information, but remains conceptual.  Strict genealogical proof is absent.  The traditional account of the family history does seem to have been strengthened.  An affidavit already in the files connects William ETHINGTON with Culpeper County, Virginia. Document 2, enclosed, locates the supposed Culpeper County birthplace of William ETHINGTON--Winston, Virginia.

Because the spelling of the surname has caused so much confusion. it seems necessary to consider the family as it might have been, working forward in time, beginning with the name itself, which is thought to have been spelled originally ATHERTON.  Tradition speaks of an immigrant shoemaker, who was perhaps the William ETHERTON who appeared in Spotsylvania County records in 1747.  A second record for someone believed to be the same William has been found, William ATHERINGTON, a resident of Spotsylvania County in 1755.  Thus, the spelling problem was not something that later developed in American records; it was there from the beginning.

The records from 1747 to 1755 seem to document the inception of a mixed surname spelling found in what is thought to have been three generations of one family in records of five counties in two states.  Spelling in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries was sometimes casual, but the difficulty with this surname seems to go beyond indifferent records keeping, suggesting a problem in phonetics.  The records clerks seem to have been unable to describe in English writing the way the name was pronounced.  A tentative explanation is offered here, for testing over a period of time by persons interested in the history of this family.

It seems likely that the sound of the surname, as spoken in Colonial times, would be unfamiliar to a contemporary American.  The name was something of four syllables that might have been drawn like this:

A   D   -   R   -   NG   -   TON

E  TH
The second syllable was firm, easily understood, always present, while the third syllable was very soft, nearly inaudible and sometimes missing from the written name.  The initial letter was neither an A nor an E, but something between those two, given in some later spellings as EA, a sort of reverse diphthong, followed by a sound that was somewhere between D and TH.  The spoken name probably could not be spelled any better in modern writing than it was in the eighteenth century.

The surname is supposed to have had its genesis in the north of England. The immigrant ATHERTON is thought to have come here from Scotland, which seems plausible.  Whether an eighteenth-century Scottish dialect of the English language might have generated the spelling problem is not known.  At the time the presumed immigrant came to America, a proper English spelling of the surname was ATHERTON, but an acceptable alternate spelling was EDRINGTON. In time, the third syllable became firm; the second syllable disappeared.

ATHERTON became ETHINGTON.  With an understanding that such speculation could be wrong, it is submitted that a keen interest in the name is not an academic exercise.  The study needs some explanation as a basis for making sometimes difficult choices among the few records that seem to be available.

William ETHERTON / ATHERINGTON of Colonial Spotsylvania is thought to be the best known possibility as the legendary immigrant progenitor of the American family that produced William ETHINGTON of Henry County, Kentucky. Several things about the presumed immigrant should be noted:

1.
There is reason to suspect that William ETHERTON of Spotsylvania County might have been related to Jeremiah ADERTON of Maryland.

2.
In the found record, William ETHERTON of Spotsylvania County in 1755 is distinct from his contemporary, William ETHERINGTON of Stafford County, who was father to Thomas (born 1743), Christopher (born 1749), John (born 1753), and James (born 1756).  No reason has been found to suppose that the two families either were or were not related.

Their geographic proximity is interesting and emphasizes a need for careful and conventional research, working backward in time, documenting each generation.
3.
William ETHERTON of Spotsylvania County in 1755 might have been the father of five men whose names are found in Crozier 15 Spotsylvania County Records:  Francis ATHERTON (page 524), James EDERTON (page 23), John ETHERTON (page 460), Joseph ATHERTON (page 432), and William ETHERTON (page 319).

4.
William ETHERTON of Spotsylvania County in 1755 perhaps was not the father of two other men mentioned in Crozier: Christopher EDRINGTON (page 381) and Thomas ETHERINGTON (page 222), whose names appear in the Stafford County family.

Because the second syllable of the surname seems to have been pronounced distinctly in the eighteenth century, it seems probable that the early American ETHERTONs and ETHERINGTONs were not related to families with similarly spelled surnames that lacked the R sound in the second syllable, for example EDDINGTON. Exceptions have been found, but in general the idea seems to be true.  To try to establish a framework for possible further study, the following comment is offered in chronological sequence:

1732
Robert BEVERLEY obtained a patent for land in Caroline County, Virginia for importing, among others, Augustin ATHERTON (Nugent, Cavaliers and Pioneers, Volume III).

1747
William ETHERTON appeared in the records of Spotsylvania County (Document 2 of previous report).

1755
William ATHERINGTON and his neighbors were obliged to perform civil duties in maintaining a road near "East North East" River, evidently near their homes (Document 4 to this report). Whether that river is the watercourse now called Northeast Creek is not known.  All of the neighbors1 names appear in Crozier' Spotsylvania County Records, seemingly reputable middle-class citizens.  None were prominent.  This record of William ATHERINGTON was found in the unindexed film number 34089, which is exceptionally weak.  The effort to read that film for names was something less than 50 percent effective, which leaves a bothersome gap in the study.

1758
Sarah HICKS of Whitehaven in County Cumberland, England, executrix of the late Wm. HICKS of Whitehaven  granted a power-of-attorney to Col. John CARLYLE of Alexandria, Fairfax County, Virginia to receive from Jeremiah ADERTON of Chicamaxen, Province of Maryland, or any other persons, sums, etc. (Crozier, page 209). It is hard to understand why the power-of-attorney was recorded in Spotsylvania County unless William HICKS or Jeremiah ADERTON had some business connection with Spotsylvania, where William ETHERTON lived.

1758
George Washington's soldiers, for whom the immigrant is said to have made shoes, were involved in the French and Indian War.

1766
James EDERTON was married to Lucy, daughter of Joseph PETERSON, who was a neighbor to William ATHERINGTON (Crozier, page 23, and Document 4 to this report).  James EDERTON, husband to Lucy PETERSON, is distinct from James, son of William ETHERINGTON of Stafford County.  The latter James was 10 years old when the former was a married man.

1768
(Reference only)  Thomas REEVES moved from Spotsylvania County to Augusta County, Virginia.

1769
John ETHERINGTON was relieved as overseer of a road in the immediate vicinity of Fredericksburg (Document 3 to this report)

1774
William ETHERTON witnessed a deed in Spotsylvania County (Crozier, page 319).  There is no mention of Jr. or Sr. in this record, which, read with a 1785 record for William ATHERTON Jr., suggests that William of 1755 was dead in 1774 and that his presumed son, William, was living.

1780
(Reference only) Thomas REEVES, formerly of Spotsylvania County, was connected with Rockingham County, Virginia, home of a large family of HARRISONs, many of whom later lived in Kentucky.

1781
Lucy ETHERTON was a widow (Crozier, page 360).  In 1766, Lucy, daughter of Joseph PETERSON, had been married to James EDERTON.

1784
(Reference only) Thomas REEVES obtained Virginia grants for land in present Kentucky.

1785
William ATHERTON Jr. was heir to Francis ATHERTON (Crozier, page 524).  This record suggests that William, son of Francis, was junior to his uncle of the same name.

1787
The Spotsylvania County will of Lewis PINES Jr. mentioned his sister, Molly ETHERTON (Crozier, page 43).

1790
Nancy, daughter of Joseph ATHERTON, was bound out to John PENDLETON in Spotsylvania County (Crozier, page 432).

1790
(Reference only) James EATHAM and his son, William EATHAM, paid personal property taxes in Culpeper County.  A name transcribed as James ESTHAM appeared in Spotsylvania in 1724.  These people are not thought to have been of the ETHERTON / ETHERINGTON families.

1791
(Reference only) Andrew, Daniel, and Jacob CUDGEL paid personal property taxes in Woodford County.  The name CUDGEL is found in Crumrine's History of Washington County, Pennsylvania and Ellis's History of Fayette County, Pennsylvania.  The GUDGELs seem to have lived in the Fort Pitt-Youghiogheny country claimed by both Pennsylvania and Virginia.  No suggestion has been found that any of the ETHERTONs lived in what is now southwest Pennsylvania.

1793
(Reference only) Joseph EDRINGTON paid personal property tax in Woodford County.  The given name Joseph has not yet been identified with the Stafford County ETHERINGTON family.

1793
John ETHERTON of Culpeper County bought land in Spotsylvania County (Crozier, page 460).  Here is a documented connection of Culpeper ETHERTON with Spotsylvania ETHERTON.

1795
(Reference only) Joseph EDRINGTON paid personal property tax in Franklin County, Kentucky.  This man has not been identified as either Joseph of Woodford County or Joseph of Spotsylvania, both of whom are missing from the tax rolls of their respective counties in 1795.

1798
(Reference only) Joseph EDRINGTON of Woodford County bought land in Franklin County.  This same Joseph paid taxes for land in Woodford, Madison, and Mercer counties.

1800-
William EATHERTON paid personal property taxes in Culpeper County.

1804
This man is thought to have been the same William who later paid taxes in Scot County, Kentucky and died in Henry County in 1853.

1810-
William ATHERINGTON paid personal property taxes in Scott County.

1812
The tax book for 1813 is missing.

1814
William ETHINGTON and Fielding ETHINGTON bought land in Henry County, within a tract originally surveyed for Thomas REEVES and HARRISON.

1814
Surnames identified with Six Mile Creek, found in the land tax rolls, that appeared near the names William ETHINGTON and Fielding ETHINGTON in the 1820 Henry County Census were KNOWLES, MITCHELL, MOORE, SHUCK, WARFIELD--perhaps all identifiable with Spotsylvania or Culpeper, or both.
1823
A deposition by William ETHINGTON of Henry County established his special knowledge of the family of William EATHERTON (died 1798) of Culpeper County, but the deposition seems to imply that William ETHINGTON of Henry County was not an heir to William EATHERTON of Culpeper County.

1853
The Henry County will of William ETHINGTON named his children, first mentioning James, perhaps the oldest son.  In some, but not all, Virginia-Kentucky families of that time, the first son was named for his paternal grandfather.  A fashion that seems to have reached its peak in the first half of the nineteenth century proves nothing, but does point out a p0551-bility that needs examination.

Nugent's Cavaliers and Pioneers, Volume III, ends with the year 1732. William ETHERTON is first found in Spotsylvania County in 1747.  If he was claimed as a headright, his name should be found once in one of the Patent Books reproduced in eleven rolls of microfilm.  The books are indexed only for names of patentees.  A search of each roll of film, reading for names of headrights, would amount to at least a day of work, probably more than that, assuming the names could be read.  Three or four weeks of searching is not beyond imagination.  If the one mention of the name is missed, the work fails.  Before risking that much, it would seem practical to explore an idea that William ETHERTON might have come into Virginia from Maryland and was not a Virginian headright.

It is a truism that in genealogical studies something can always be done that has not been done.  As to this study, possibilities for documenting the relationship of William ETHINGTON (died 1853) to his father--James, John, or Joseph--in Salt Lake City appear to be so limited that they might be said to be practically exhausted.  Possibilities for documenting the names of sons of William ATHERINGTON who lived in Spotsylvania County in 1755 also appear to be exhausted unless a much better copy of film number 34089 can be located.  Film 34090 was hurriedly scanned for names because the week was drawing to a close, but the time period covered by that film seems com​paratively less important while the time period in 34089 is a matter of some concern.  During much of that time, the ink of the original records has become bleached.  It is possible that this part of the search could be accomplished only at the Spotsylvania County courthouse.  The best remaining prospects for establishing the lineage are thought to be in the holdings of original court records at Kentucky Archives in Frankfort and at Virginia State Library in Richmond.
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