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The following report includes a review of all ETHINGTON files assembled to date, and analysis of supplemental material gathered during this research period, and a proposed study that would seek to identify the immigrant ancestor of William ETHINGTON (d. 1858) of Henry County, Kentucky.  One of the several earlier genealogists noted that this study has been in progress for two decades and that someone new to the study is likely to have a problem getting updated quickly.  That idea seems right; nevertheless, some impressions have formed and some suggestions can be offered.
The connections between generations were elusive, but there seems to be enough evidence to merit the relationship of Fielding ETHINGTON as son of Joseph ETHINGTON.  There is enough evidence to merit a test of the argument that Fielding and William ETHINGTON (d. 1853) were brothers.   Joseph ETHINGTON appears to be the man of that name who married Molly PINES (who was a widow in 1814) and who disappeared from Spotsylvania County, Virginia records after 1797.   Joseph ETHINGTON is believed to have been William ETHINGTON's (d. 1798) brother, William being a resident of Culpepper County, Virginia.
The given names, Fielding and Lewis, found in the ETHINGTON fanily in Henry County are enough to suggest that Spotsylvania County might have been the ancestral American homeland of this ETHINGTON family; in other words, although family traditions are always suspect, and often are mistaken as to vital information, in this case the presumed brothers, Joseph of Spotsylvania and William of Culpepper, might have been the unnamed immigrant shoemaker known to family tradition.
Attached to this report is a showing of personal property tax payments, gleaned from the work of three earlier genealogists, that suggests a migration of parts of this ETHINGTON family from Spotsylvania to Culpepper and then into Henry County.  It appears that William ETHINGTON (d. 1798) of Culpepper was survived by ten children.  It seems a safe presumption that Joseph ETHINGTON of Spotsylvania was also the father of a sizeable family.  It is also possible that sons of brothers to William and Joseph may have been in the area of interest, along with offspring of a similarly named family that evidently migrated from Stafford County to Kentucky in late 18th century.
Obviously, it will not be easy to differentiate between similarly named people.  It seems advisable to focus an effort on some narrow targets to try to achieve a breakthrough.  If an attempt were made to understand and account for all of the ETHINGTONs who have been iden​tified to date, the effort will overburden itself.
It should be noted that in this time period in Virginia, a desig​nation "junior" did not necessarily mean that a man was a son of a same named '1senior."  It also should be noted that in this time period the death rate among children was high and Virginia families did riot always limit favored given names to just one individual in a generation. Although the selected variations in spelling the ETHINGTON surname seem to touch the outer edges of credibility, it does seem that all of the supplemental material gathered by the most recent researcher is basic to this study and that any one item in it might provide a break-through at some unpredictable time.  The supplemental information includes a collection of references to the surnames CALLENDER, PINES, and RIDDLE.  As to ETHINGTON, in order of apparent significance, the supplemental material falls into three group:
Material Thought to Bear Immediately on the Study
Green, Notes on Culpepper County, Virginia
Dorman, Culpepper County Will Book A and Deed Books A and B
GSU, Culpepper County Marriage Bonds
Knorr, Marriages of Culpepper County
Mansfield, History of Early Spotsylvania
Crozier, Spotsylvania County 1721-1800
GSU, Spotsylvania County Marriage Bonds
Klein, Tombstone Inscriptions of Spotsylvania County
Standard Reference Works for Possible Use at Any Time
Torrence, Virginia Wills and Administrations 1632-1800
GPC, Genealogies of Virginia Families
Dorman, The Virginia Genealogist
Swem, Virginia Historical Index
Perhaps Useful in the Future
Dorman, Orange County, Virginia, Will Book 1 and Deed Books 1-2
GSU, Orange County Marriage Bondss
Knorr, Marriages of Orange County
Sweeny, Wills of Rappahannock County, Virgina 1656-1692
Nugent, Cavalier and Pioneers
Out of this study of printed literature comes the suggestions for further research.  Using the above publications as guides, research should focus upon the court order books and minutes of Culpepper and Spotsylvania counties in Virginia.  Such records are not indexed well or are not indexed at all.  Additionally, those original records are not easy to read and the microfilmed copies compound the problem of legibility.  Predictably, a study of those records ordinarily is an exercise in time-consuming hard work, however, as an unexplored source the order books might produce the desired connection in Virginia - just as they did in Kentucky.
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