John and William Etherington
Of

Coles County Illinois

(account #2302 – Ethington)

Prepared by

Gordon L. Remington, F.U.G.A.

Professional Genealogist

P.O. Box 11685

Salt Lake City UT 84147

19 November 1992
Research on the identity of the parentage of William and John ETHINGTON of Coles County Illinois has come to the conclusion that they were indeed the sons of John and Francis (Yancy) Ethington of Owen County Kentucky.  This conclusion of based largely on circumstantial evidence but there is no evidence found to the contrary.  The following report will detail the results of the research, with the references to documents keyed to the accompanying photocopies.

Charles Neal Family Connections

The research report of 5 February 1992 demonstrated that William and John Ethington had married sisters Elizabeth and Polly Neal, daughters of Charles and Ann (Miller) Neal of Scott County, Kentucky and Switzerland County, Indiana.  Further research was recommended in Switzerland County, as one of John and Frances (Yancy) Ethington’s other children—Philip Yancy Etherington—also lived in that county.

The revolutionary War Pension of Charles Neal contained the application for a pension of his widow Ann dated 8 October 1838.
  In that application she had stated that Charles Neal had last moved to Switzerland County Indiana—where she was a resident that year—and it was presumed that he had died there.  It is clear from Revolutionary War Pension Payment Ledgers that he did not move to Switzerland County Indiana.  It is likely that he died in Scott County Kentucky and that his widow Ann later moved to Switzerland County
.  Ann Neal was found on the 1850 census of Switzerland County living with her son William A. Neal
.  Ann Neal and other members of the Neal family are buried in the Slawson Cemetery in Pleasant Township, the same cemetery in which Philip Yancy Etherington, another son of John and Francis (Yancy) Etherington was buried
.  While there is no direct evidence of a connection between Philip Etherington and the Neal family, the fact that they lived in close proximity to one another and that two daughters of Ann Neal married William and John Ethington suggests that he families had connections with each other over a long period of time.
Fielding Neal Family
These connections are further strengthened by research on Fielding Neal, the older brother of Polly and Betsy Neal.  On 6 February 1833, Thomas Etherington and Margaret Neal were granted a license to marry in Switzerland County, and were married by Baptist Preacher John Pavy on the next day
.  A Thomas Estrington was found in the 1840 census of Hendricks County Indiana with the following family configuration
:


1 Male

30 to 40
(born 1800 – 1810)



1 Female
20 to 30
(born 1810 – 1820)



1 Female
under 5
(born 1835 – 1840)



1 Male 
under 5
(born 1835 – 1840)

His name is listed after that of John Ethington, whom Hal Ethington has shown to have been the man of the same name who later settled in Coles County, Illinois (see below for further information on this angle).  His age in 1840 makes it possible for him to have been the Thomas Ethington, son of John and Francis (Yancy) Ethington.

Identity of Margaret Neal, Wife of Thomas Etherington
The wife of Thomas Etherington in 1840 was born between 1810 and 1820.  Presuming that she was the Margaret Neal married to Thomas Ethington in 1833 and that she was at least 18 years old, her birthdate can be estimated at about 1815.  According to the family record in the pension application files, Charles and Ann (Miller) Neal had four sons who were old enough to have been married and having a family by 1815.



Neal, Robert

born 1786

(age 29 in 1815)



Neal, Charles

born 1790

(age 25 in 1815)


Neal, Fielding

born 1792

(age 23 in 1815)



Neal, John

born 1794

(age 21 in 1815)

Margaret Neal could have been a granddaughter of Charles and Ann (Miller) Neal through one of these four older sons.  Of the four, only one is known to have settled in Switzerland County, that being Charles Neal, whose Widow Elizabeth was also buried in the Slawson Cemetery.  Elizabeth Neal was a War of 1812 pensioner, as was John Neal, who served in the same company as Charles Neal, junior.  Their War of 1812 pension files might reveal further information of use to the connections of the Neals and to the Ethingtons
.

The only Neal of record prior to 1850 in Switzerland County was William Allen Neal, the youngest son of Charles and Ann (Miller) Neal.  He was married there in 1834
 and sold some personal property to his mother Ann there in 1839
.  He was listed as Allen Neal on the 1840 census
 while on the 1850 census he appeared as age 46 (thus born about 1803-1804) and his 85 year old mother Ann was living with him
.  His brother Charles Neal was still living in Scott County Kentucky in 1850, and thus was probably not the father of the Margaret Neal who married Thomas Etherington in 1833 in Switzerland County.  Moreover, his wife Elizabeth would have been only 15 or 16 at the time Margaret was theorized to have been born
.
In 1840, a Fielding Neal was noted in Boone County Indiana, which borders Hendricks County Indiana on the north.  He was still there in 1850, with the following family members:

1850 US Census, District No. 7, Boone County Indiana p 269 (135) 5 Sep 1850
:


#1050/1062
Neal, Fielding

58 M 
Farmer $800 
VA




Neal, Lucy

54 F


VA




Neal, Charles J.
16 M


IN




Neal, Fielding M.
25 M
Laborer $300
KY


#1051/1063
Neal, Garret [?]
25 M
Farmer

KY




Neal, Susannah
29 F


KY




Neal, Martha A.
10 F


Ind




Neal, William E.
 8

Ind




Neal, Isaac

 6

Ind




Neal, Marietta

 5

Ind




Neal, Mariah F.
 1

Ind

It is clear from the ages of Fielding and Lucy Neal that they could have been the parents of a child born about 1815.  The 1860 census demonstrated that Fielding Neal was deceased by that year:

1860 US Census, Perry Township, Boone County Indiana p 118 10 Jul 1860

#874/852

Neal, Charles J.
25 M

Ind




Neal, Matilda A.
25 F

Ind




Neal, William A.
  5 M

Ind




Neal, Lucina

  2 F

Ind




Lucy


62 F

Ind










Page 121 11 July 1860


#896/873
Neal, Gerrett S. and family

Fielding Neal of Boone Co. Indiana

Boone County Indiana probate records were searched for mention of the estate of Fielding Neal.  Several references were found to the estate of Fielding M. Neal in 1859-1860, but it appears that the estate records confused the father and the son of the same names, for at one point Lucy Neal is mentioned as the widow of Fielding Neal and at another point Harriet Neal is mentioned as the widow, and there are some minor children.  A Noah Smith was appointed the administrator of the estate
.  These probate records need to be studied in more detail to clear up this problem.  Perhaps loose papers can be found in Boone County that clearly give the names of the heirs of both father and son.  Such probate research was, however, not necessary to developing more on the possibility that Margaret (Neal) Ethington was the daughter of Fielding Neal.
Thomas and Margaret (Neal) Etherington

Searches in Boone County Indiana deeds made no mention of a Thomas and Margaret Etherington selling their interest in the estate of Fielding Neal, but the following references were found:


Index to Deeds, Grantor Boone County Indiana


James T. Etherington to Squire W. Dooly


25 Dec 1856 NE ¼ / SW ¼ 28-18-1E rec Feb 10 1857 1:197


James T. Etherington to Ezekial Munach [sp?]


2 Oct 1863 SE ¼ 20-19-1E 30 Oct 1863 7:582


Same parties 8:209

The deed from 1856 contained key information and is abstracted here:

Boone County Indiana 1:197

From:  James T. Etherington and Margaret Etherington his wife of Marion County in the state of Iowa.
To:  Squire W. Dooley of Boone County State of Indiana

For:  $639

Land:  In Boone County NE ¼ of SW ¼ section 28 T 18N R 1E

Date:  25 Dec 1856

Jas T. Etherington (mark)

Margaret Etherington (mark)

Ack 25 Dec 1856

Rec 10 Feb 1857

James Thomas Etherington
This find of James T. Etherington with a wife Margaret in the same county as Fielding Neal suggests that perhaps James T. Etherington was the Thomas Etherington who married Margaret Neal in Switzerland County in 1833.  It will be remembered that the estate records of John Etherington in Owen County Kentucky mentioned a James T. Etherington, but not a Thomas Etherington.  It is also interesting to note that Marion County Iowa was the place to which Robert H. Etherington, another son of John and Francis (Yancy) Etherington moved.  The 1856 State Census of Summit Township, Marion County Iowa revealed the following families living side by side:

1856 Iowa State Census, Summit Township, Marion County, Iowa, page 842

#61/61

Etherington, Robert

48 M
9 years in Iowa b KY Farmer

Etherington, Ruth

38 F
9 years in Iowa b IN

Etherington, Sarah Frances
19 F 
9 years in Iowa b IN

Etherington, Catharine
16 F
9 years in Iowa 
b IN

Etherington, John W.

13 M
9 years in Iowa 
b IN

Etherington, Philip

10 M
9 years in Iowa 
b IN

Etherington, Isaac

   7 M
7 years in Iowa 
b Iowa

Etherington, Robert

  6 M
6 years in Iowa 
b Iowa

Etherington, Mary J.

   0 F
0 years in Iowa 
b Iowa

#62/62

Etherington, James T.

50 M 
0 years in Iowa 
b KY

Etherington, Margaret
40 F
0 years in Iowa
b KY

Etherington, Fielding

18 M
0 years in Iowa
b Indiana

Etherington, Lucinda

15 F
0 years in Iowa
b Indiana

Etherington, Catharine
12 F
0 years in Iowa
b Indiana

Etherington, Jackson

  8 M
0 years in Iowa
b Indiana

The use of the names Fielding and Lucinda for the first two children of James T. and Margaret Etherington is further evidence that Margaret was the daughter of Fielding and Lucy Neal.  Since James T. Etherington and family had been resident in Marion County Iowa less than a year, the 1850 census for Boone County Indiana was again checked and the following families found just a few pages away from the Fielding Neal family:

1850 US Census, District no. 7 Boone County Indiana p 276 (139) 7 Sep 1850

#1101/1114

Ethrington, John T.

43 M Farmer $100 
b KY

Ethrington, Margaret

35 F 


b KY

Ethrington, Mar[g/y] F.
14 F


b Indiana

Ethrington, Fielding

11 M


b Indiana

Ethrington, Lucinda

  8 F


b Indiana

Ethrington, Katharine

  5 F


b Indiana

Ethrington, Robert

  1 M


b Indiana

#1102/1115

Smith, Noah


32 M Farmer $100
b KY

Smith, Lucinda


26 F


b KY

Smith, Fielding J.

  7 M


b Indiana

Smith, Sarah E.

  6 F


b Indiana

Smith, Andrew

  5 M


b Indiana

Smith, Eliza A.


  3 F


b Indiana

Smith, Polly J.


  1 F


b Indiana

There are several conclusions that can be drawn from this census.  First of all, it is quite apparent that “John” T. Etherington is the James T. Etherington found in the 1856 census of Marion County Iowa.  Secondly, he is a neighbor of Noah Smith, the administrator of the estate of Fielding Neal.  Thirdly, Noah Smith’s wife was named Lucinda and they had a son named Fielding J. Smith, suggesting that Lucinda was another daughter of Fielding and Lucy Neal.  This is demonstrated by the marriage of Noah Smith to Lucinda Neal on 30 September 1841 in Boone County
.  Fourthly, the ages of James, Margaret, Fielding and Mar[g/y] F. Etherington correspond exactly to the individuals in the family of the Thomas Estrington found in the 1840 census of Hendricks County Indiana.

James and Margaret Etherington left Marion County in 1859
  and moved back to Boone County Indiana by 1860, where they are found in the census of Center Township:
1860 US Census, Center Township, Boone County Indiana p 031 7 Jun 1860:

#244/236

Edington, James F.

52 M 
b KY Farm Laborer $600/500

Edington, Margaret

45 F   
b KY

 Edington, Fielding

21 M 
b Indiana

Edington, Lucinda

18 F
b Indiana

Edington, Catharine

15 F
b Indiana

Edington, Robert J.

11 M
b Indiana

James Thomas and Margaret (Neal) Etherington Family
Given the information from the various censuses cited above the family of James T. Etherington can be reconstructed as follows:

James Etherington, born 1806-1808 in Kentucky

  Married 1833 Switzerland County Indiana

Margaret Neal, born 1815-1816 in Kentucky

  Daughter of Fielding and Lucy Neal

Children:

Margaret or Mary F. Etherington

born 1835-36 in Indiana

Fielding J. Etherington



born 1838-39 in Indiana

Lucinda Etherington



born 1841-43 in Indiana

Catherine Etherington


born 1844-45 in Indiana

Robert Jackson Etherington


born 1848-49 in Indiana

James T. Etherington, Second Marriage
It is possible that James T. Etherington married again by 1864, for in 1863 he purchased land in Boone County Indiana from Ezekial Munoch, and when he sold it back to Ezekiel the following year, his wife as given in the deed was “Mary A.” Etherington.  No attempt has been made to trace James T. Etherington after 1864.

The eldest daughter of James T. and Margaret (Neal) Etherington, Margaret or Mary F. Etherington possibly died or was married by 1856.  She is not found in the 1856 census entry or in the marriage records of Marion county Iowa, nor is she listed in the marriage records of Boone County Indiana.

Charles Neal Ethington – Sarah F. Ethrington
While searching the marriage records of Marion County Iowa, another connection between the Coles county Illinois Ethingtons and the Robert H. Etherington family was found.  On 25 February 1859 a marriage license was issued to Charles N. Ethington and Sarah F. Ethrington but the marriage was never returned
.   Sarah F. Ethrington was undoubtedly the daughter of Robert H. Etherington and she was still at home when the 1860 census was taken in 21 Jul 1860
.

Charles N. Ethington may have been Charles Neal Ethington, son of John and Polly (Neal) Ethington of Coles County.  It is known that Charles N. Ethington married Amanda Ann Walker on 27 December 1860 in Coles County, Illinois and if his proposed marriage to Sarah F. Ethrington in Marion County Iowa did not work out, it is conceivable that he returned to Coles County and was married there almost a year later.
  It is possible that the marriage was not allowed because this couple were first cousins, but further investigation of the applicable marriage laws in effect in Iowa at the time is necessary for any firm conclusion to be drawn.  Even if the law allowed first cousin marriage, a minister may have refused to marry them based on his individual interpretation of biblical law.

William H. and John L. Etherington
Further evidence supporting all of these conclusions comes from the use of middle initials by William and John Ethington of Coles County Illinois.  It will be recalled from Owen County Kentucky probate records that the sons of John and Francis (Yancy) Ethington were called William Henry and John Lewis.  Only one instance of the use of a middle initial has ever been found for William Ethington of Coles County Illinois.  In the 1879 History of Coles County Illinois page 676
  he is listed as a taxpayer in Hutton Township under the name “Etherington, W. H.”  The use of the middle initial “H” is further circumstantial evidence towards him having been William Henry, the son of John and Francis (Yancy) Ethington. [image: image1.jpg]



On the other hand, no such use of a middle initial for John Ethington had been found prior to this research report.  As mentioned above, Hal Ethington had shown that John Ethington had resided in Hendricks County Indiana prior to his removal to Coles County Illinois.  Not only was he listed on the 1840 census, but his name was also found as John Etherington in the minutes of the Abner’s Creek Regular Baptist Church in Washington Township.  His wife Polly was named as Mary Etherington in these same minutes.

John Ethington was found in the Poll books of Hendricks County as follows
:istoryHiiiiiijkjkjkjkkjjkjk
1839 Election of Township Officers, Washington Township nil for John Ethington.
1840 Presidential Election at county courthouse #47 John Ethenton

1841 Election of Representatives, Washington Township #27 John Ethington

1842 Election of Senators/Representatives, Washington Township nil for John Ethington

The tax lists of Hendricks County survive for the years 1841, 1842, 1844 and 1846.  John Ethington was not found in 1846, but was found in the other years as follows:

1841 Township 15 North Range 2 East John Etherton 1 poll, total taxes $125

1842 Washington Township Etherington, John L. 1 poll, total taxes $100

1844 Centre Township Etherington, John 1 poll total taxes $110

The use of the middle initial “L” in the 1842 tax lists is the only such instance yet found for John Ethington.  But, it is significant in that it allows him to be identified as the John Lewis Ethington, son of John and Francis (Yancy) Ethington of Owen County Kentucky at least when taken together with all of the other evidence mustered to date.

Neal – Etherington Marriages
The question of where William and John Ethington married Betsey and Polly Neal can be answered by recognizing that Scott County marriage records prior to 1837 have not survived, and it was usual for marriages to take place in the bride’s county of residence.  William and Betsey (Neal) Ethington’s daughter Ann was born in Kentucky in 1829 and John and Polly (Neal) Ethington were supposed to have had a daughter Sarah born 30 November 1829.  William Ethington was still in Kentucky at that point, as evidenced by the fact that William “Eatherington” acknowledged receipt due to him from his guardian Charles Kemper of his share of his father’s estate on 30 March 1829.  John Lewis “Eatherton” or “Eathington” made a similar acknowledgement on 3 October 1829
.  Further work in Kentucky tax and land records may demonstrate the presence of William and John Ethington in Owen or Scott counties Kentucky prior to 1830.
Conclusion
The evidence that John and William Ethington of Coles County Illinois were the sons of John and Francis (Yancy) Ethington can be based on both their association with the Neal family over a long period of time in both Kentucky and Indiana, their association with James Thomas and Robert H. Etherington in both Indiana and Iowa, and their use of middle initials.  Further circumstantial evidence could be developed in Kentucky, but the conclusion is strong as it stands.

APPENDIX 1
Index to Deeds, Grantee Switzerland County Indiana

Annie Neal from William A. Neal bill of sale 11 Nov 1839 / 22 Nov 1839 H:659

Index to Deeds, Grantor Switzerland County Indiana

Allen Wm. Neal to Annie Neal bill of sale 11 Nov 1839 / 22 Nov 1839 H:659

For personal property.

Probate Order Book, Boone County Indiana FHL 132128

Neal, Fielding M. 109, 135, 248, 274, 286, 328, 387, 403, 386, 439, 443, 552

Page 248 mentions administrators vs. heirs to sell land, subject to dower of Lucy Neal.

No mention is made of the names of the heirs.

Index to Deeds, Marion County Iowa

FHL 1019924-925

JT Etherington to William Carpenter 1 Feb 1856 / 8 Nov 1856 G:246 dmortgage for 

three different plots of land.

James T. Etherington and his wife to John Jarnagin 24 May 1858 / 31 Jan 1859 J:357
They are of Marion County when the sell this land 1019936.

End of report.

Research Notes by Harold D. Ethington

Information on John Ethington and his descendants was received from Virginia

Hulsopple in a letter dated 9 Sep 1982 (and telcom 2 Dec 1989 with HE).


Address for Virginia is:

                        

 Doval Ellis and Virginia Hulsopple

                         

4935 Victor St

                         

Dallas, Texas

                         

75214

                         

(214) 826-0314


The parents of John Ethington, born Ky abt 1806 are not identified as of this

date (2 Dec 1989).


It is possible that this John, and John Ethington-2877 might be the same person.  John-2877 is son of John, died in Owen Co Ky abt 1820.  His children were taken to Ill and Ind where they were raised.  I have no further information on John-2877.   Note that Phillip Y. Etherington purchases ground in Cole Co IL on 30 Jun 1849.  If this is Phillip Y., the brother of John-2877, this could show that John-2877 and John-4563 are the same man.  Need further info.


Letter from Glen and Dorothy Ethington to Pat Beadle 29 Jul 1980:

"We discovered our gg grandfather's name in the 1850 Coles Co IL census.  He was a John, age 44, and his wife Polly age 52.  A real thrill to have Charles N. listed as age 18."   Glen and Dorothy have submitted "An Ethington Family Genealogy", listing the descendants of John and Polly Ethington. This list will be filed in the John / Polly Ethington file.

27 Sep 1990:


Letter from Dorothy and Glenn Ethington to HE, with list of all descendants of John and Polly Ethington.  Letter filed in Glenn Ethington file. Descendants list filed in John/Polly Ethington file.

7 Oct 1990:


Telcom with Dorothy and Glenn Ethington (Pembine WI) this day. Says she found John on the 1840 census in Hendricks Co Indiana.  He is found on church records in that county with wife Polly, admitted to the church, and later dismissed as they apparently moved from Hendricks Co on west to Coles County Illinois.  Dorothy will send to me copies of all Hendricks Co In records she has found to date.

Admitted to Abner's Creek Baptist Church as follows:

    
John admitted 5 Oct 1844, dismissed 5 Nov 1844

    
Polly (Mary) admitted 5 Mar 1844, dismissed 5 Nov 1844


The records of Abner's Creek Baptist Church are found in the Danville City Library, Indiana. (see Lori Wynn, 101 South Indiana St.  Danville IN 46122 telephone (317) 745-2604.


There were no deeds, mortgages, or original land entries found for John Ethington in Hendricks Co IN.

  
Note that a David E. Etherton-6988 marries Hannah Lavinia Harper in Hendricks Co IN on 10 Dec 1848.  Relationship unknown.


See William Ethington, of Coles Co IL, RIN 3367.


!CENSUS:  Information on this John Ethington comes from the 1850 Coles County

ILL census, page 073, line 27.  His parents are not known as of this date.

                



 - HE  28 FEb 1990

RESEARCH TRIP MAY 1991 BY HE:

  
In May, 1991 I made a trip to Illinois and Indiana to try to resolve the parentage of John Ethington married to Polly.  The sequence of the search follows.

 
 I first went to the Indiana State Library located in Indianapolis by the state capital.  There, I scanned census records and verified that John/Polly were found in the 1840 Hendricks IN census.  Nothing else for the couple was found there.

 
 I went to Hendricks County (Danville) and spent the first evening in the local county library genealogy department.  There, I found the Abner's Creek Baptist Church reference as indicated above.  I noted that where John was admitted by "experience", his wife Mary was admitted by "letter". This would indicate that Mary had received a letter of recommendation from her prior church, vouching for her worthiness to be admitted to any Baptist church.  John however, was admitted by "experience", indicating that he had no such letter.  I tried to find where Mary's letter might be today, thinking that it would name her previous church, thus identifying their origin.  This was not possible in the City Library, but should be followed up in Baptist records.


Checking the 1840 census for Hendricks County, I found a Thomas Etherington listed next to John.  This does not indicate that they were neighbors, since the census taker had alphabetized his records after the enumeration. Thomas is about the same age as John, and their families were similar.  Thomas had one son and one daughter, each under five, while he was in his 20's, and his wife was in her 20's.

 
The thesis being tested was to see if John was a son of the Owen County KY John Ethington family, with sons Phillip in Switzerland County IN, and a son Thomas unaccounted for.  With this appearance of Thomas next to John in Hendricks, and Phillip owning ground near John's patent in Coles Co IL, this appeared to strengthen the thesis.


I decided to go next to Howard County (Kokomo) IN, where Phillip and his brothers had been active.  There I found that John L., brother of Phillip was indeed active (with brother Richard etc.) up into the 1880's.  This precludes him from being the same man as John/Polly, so I continued on to Coles Co IL.


 In Coles Co IL, I noted that John Edington had patented land in section 14 of Pleasant Grove Twsp 7 May 1839.  Not far away, Lyman Edington had done the same (Ashmore West Twsp section 33) on 21 Aug 1838.  Also, William Etherington had patented land just a few miles east of John in Hutton Twsp section 31 on 1 Jun 1850.  Lyman remains unidentified to date, and the research focused on John and William for the remainder of the time.


 John Edington sold his patent on 10 Jan 1840 to Robert Edington, all of Coles Co IL.  The only problem with this is that John's wife is named as SPICA (S P I C A) Edington.  The John we are following is married to a Mary, or Polly as she was known.  The name of Spica is confusing, and actually nonsensical. The spelling seemed to be very clear (Deed book E, page 234), and there was no doubt that it was Spica.  Others should look at this entry, and see if there is some other interpretation of it.  The entry is as follows:

       Coles Co IL Deed Book E page 234 dated 10 Jan 1840

       John Edington and Spica his wive sell for $200 to Robert

       Edington all of Coles Co IL SW 1/4 of SW 1/4 of Sect 14

       Twsp 11 No of Range #9 E  containing 40 acres.

 
The buyer, Robert Ethington, could not be the son of William Ethington (John's assumed brother) because that Robert was born in 1833 and only 7 years old at the time.  Robert the buyer, two years later traded the land to Rauson Haddock for land in Cumberland County, adjacent to the South.  See deed books H page 15, 143.  It could be that this John is not the same John as appears later in Hutton Twsp and interacts with William.  The presence of Lyman, patenting land just to the North West of John at about the same time perhaps indicates the presence of another Edington family in the area at the same time.  This however does not weaken the conclusions about John and Polly, since their presence in Hutton Twsp, and interaction with William, is well documented. These patents all need to be further researched, which is possible by writing to:

            Bureau of Land Management

            Eastern State Office

            350 South Pickett St

            Alexandria VA 22304

 
Patent information is available at $15 per request, and this information will

be requested by the family fund immediately.

Robert is involved in a later transaction as follows:
       Coles Co IL deed book H page 15 dated 2 Feb 1842

       Randall Haddock sells to Robert Eddington, all of Coles

       County IL for $200 NE 1/4 of NE 1/4 Sec 34 Twsp 34

       11 N of R 9 E  40 acres.

       Deed Book H page 143 dated 2 Feb 1842

       Robert Eddington for $200 to Rauson Haddock SW 1/4

       of SW 1/4 Sect 14 Twsp 11 N R 9 E   40 acres.  (This

       land possibly lies in Cumberland County).

 
With the sale so early of the John Edington patent, attention focused on the William Etherington patent in Hutton Twsp.  Maps showed that William had held onto the ground for many years, up at least to the year 1913, so the thought was that descendants might still be living there.  A will was found for William Ethington in the Coles Co Courthouse as follows (full text in William notes):

  "... I William Etherington of... Hutton Twsp...age 73, bequeath to my son

Robert Etherington, my daughter Ann Etherington, and my daughter Lurinda

Etherington...(land, personal prop)."

  Names John Waltrip as executor, who signs as witness with Jospeh Wic..ilner.

The will is filed 11 Mar 1880 in Coles Co.

 
William served as executor for John's estate, the were both born in Kentucky and were about the same age (census information), and the working assumption was that they were brothers.  In addition, William's daughhter Ann had married into the Waltrip family, and they too were associated with John in various legal ways.


Following are directions to get to the William Etherington land in Coles County:

  1.  From the town of Charleston in Coles County IL, go south on hiway 130, 5 miles to the intersection of 130 and the Westfield Road.  Proceed about 100 yards further south on 130 to the first right turn, an unmarked road leading to the west.

  2.  Turn right (to the West) on the unmarked road, which goes about 200 yards before turning to the south.

  3.  Continue on the road to the south for about 100 feet, and the road turns back to the West.

  4.  The road is now running along the norther border of the William Etherington property.   Several Houses are along this stretch of the road, where Waltrip descendants live.
 
I located Mrs. Katherine Bugle living in a trailer house on the old Etherington property.  

She had in her possession the old Waltrip family bible, dated 1851.  It had belonged to her aunt, 

Fannie Waltrip.  In the bible were indicated the marriages of Waltrip children, among them  John Waltrip, son of Enoch Waltrip, marrying Ann Etherington.  I knew Ann to be the daughter of William Etherington (from other records).  Enoch Waltrip had witness deeds for John Ethington, as well has been a neighbor to William Etherington.

 
In another home, just around the next bend in the road (not 75 yards away), I met Norma Pearson and her husband Max.  Norma was also a Waltrip descendant, and told me of the Old Waltrip Cemetery not far away.  She also had in her possession a title search for their property showing that William Etherington had in deed patented the land from the US Government in 1850. Norma showed me the way to walk to the Waltrip Cemetary (actually known on the records as the McKinzie Cemetery), and I attempted to walk through the heavy forest to see it.  After about a half hour of walking, I realized that I was not on the right path, and returned to the Pearson home.  Telephone conversations with a Mr. Johns, who was familiar with the area, disclosed another way to drive to the McKenzi Cemetery.

Directions from Charleston to the McKenzie Cemetery are as follows:

  1.  From the town of Charleston, proceed south on hiway 130 to the bridge crossing the Embarras river.  This bridge is about 1 mile before the intersection of 130 and the Westfield road.

  2.  Immediately before crossing the bridge, turn to the south on what is the old hiway.  You will cross the Embarras river on the old concrete bridge.

  3.  After crossing the old bridge, take the first right, which will turn you to the West.

  4.  Follow this road to the West about 1 mile, when it will turn to the South.

  5.  Continue to the South, past a large home about 1/4 mile to the east and set on a hill, across a small wooden plank bridge.  The small wooden plank bridge is no more than 1/2 mile from the last bend in the road to the south.

  6.  Immediately after crossing the small wooden plank bridge, turn off the road into the field on your left.  Walk along the north edge of this field about 60 yards, and just before the edge of the field turns to the south, you will find a small opening in the foliage bordering the field.  This is the entry to the path that will take you to the McKinzie cemetery.  That path will not cross the creek which you crossed on the wooden plank bridge, but will rather climb a small hill going East about 50 yards, to the McKinzie cemetery. (Warning:  This area is home to many hungry insects.  I had to take my shirt off and run for my life, waving the shirt in the air to keep them away.  Barely made it back to the car.  I recommend mucho deet.)
Addresses for the Waltrip descendants on the property are:

 

 Katherine Bugle              Norma and Max Pearson

  

RR 1 Box 264 B               PO Box 461

  

Charleston IL 61920          Charleston IL 61920


Both Katherine and Norma descend from William Waltrip, a son of John Waltrip who married Ann Ethington.

 
In the McKinzie Cemetary I did not find any Etherington/Ethington graves, but court house records show that Robert Ethington, the son of William, is buried there.  Also, it is highly likely that John and Ann Waltrip are there, since the graves of John Waltrip's parents Enoch and Mahaly are there.  I think this is the resting place of William Etherington, but I can not be so sure of John and Polly Ethington.  They lived a little to the East in Salisbury Precinct, and there may have been a cemetery closer to them there.  A listing of graves in the cemetery found in the City library genealogical section, does not show any Ethington names in McKinzie, in spite of records showing that Robert Ethington was buried there.  There are many unreadable tombstones, and unmarked graves.


The following day, I went to the City Library Genealogy section, and there found the following in the Waltrip Family File:

"John Waltrip, married Ann Ethington, who was a cousin to Gowen Adkins."


The associated documents revealed that Gowen Adkins was a resident of Henry County KY, and that his father, James Adkins, was from Orange Co VA.  Efforts will focus on this Adkins family in Kentucky to try and establish the relationship between Ann's father, William, his assumed brother John, and the Kentucky Ethington family.

end of report as of 26 May 1991.

Owen County KY Court Orders Book A page 82 about Jan 1823

John Lewis Eathington orphan child of John Eathington came into court and made choice of Hugh Shelton as his guardian.  Moses Baker as security.

Owen County KY Court Orders Book A page 91 about Jan 1823

Ordered that the clerk of this court do forthwith bind out John L.

Eathington and James T. Eathington orphan children of John Eathington dec'd to fit and proper persons.

Note that a Phillip Y. Etherington purchases land in Coles Co Il in 1849. John-4563 is active in that county.  If this Phillip Y. proves to be brother of John-2877, could show that John-2877 and John-4563 are same man. Need further info.


 Research trip in May 1991 to Howard Co IN shows that John L. was active there, using his initial "L." most of the time.  Seems to preclude him from being the same man as John-4563.  Also, John-4563 is dead by 1856, while John L. continues activity in Howard into the 1880's.

25 Nov 1992:

  Research report by Gordon Remington this date shows that John L. Etherington, of Hendricks IN/Coles IL is the same man as John Louis Ethington, son of John and Francis Ethington of Owen County KY.  See that report.


Probate of the estate of John Ethington of Coles County IL shows the following documents:

1.  Letters of Administration

   
   ...Know Ye that whereas John Etherington of the afore said county and State, died intestate on or about the 28th day of August AD 1856 having personal property...
     
 We do hereby appoint Mary Etherington and William Etherington of the aforesaid county and state Administrators of all...for the said John Etherington deceased...
      
In witness whreof I have hereunto set my hand, and affixed the seal of said Court at Charleston, the Eighth day of Sept AD 1856  -- James McErory Clerk.

  2.  To John Waltrip, Enoch Waltrip and William Williams Greeting:  This is to authorize you jointly to appraise the goods and chattles of John Etherington deceased...

End of HDE notes.
Robert H. Etherington (1810 – 1875) son of John and Francis (Yancy) Ethington and younger brother of William Henry and John Lewis Etherington.  Died in Pella, Marion County, Iowa. Photo c. 1870.
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