T H E   E T H I N G T O N   F A M I L Y   O R G A N I Z A T I O N

Harold D. Ethington, President

9802 Chylene Drive Sandy Utah 84092

telephone (801) 942-0918
Sunday, 19 Mar 1995

To the descendants of James Ethington:


I am sitting in seat 2A, on the left side of this Delta Jet headed back home to Salt Lake City.  Out the window, and 31,000 feet down I can see the mighty Mississippi rolling on to the south.  Off, somewhere in that general direction lies Texas, and,  in the year 1839,  the beginning of a story that affects us all to this day  --  for we now know that in that year the young George Washington Ethington family decided to head south from Illinois, to start a new homestead in Missouri, and to that end constructed a raft and loaded it with provisions, boarding it at their home in Edgar County.  They fully intended to stop in Missouri, but flood waters carried them on to the south, past the very point I am looking at this moment -- although there was no Memphis that day  --  on down to the coast and out into the Gulf of Mexico.  They managed to finally work their way back to Matagorda bay, up the Colorado, and settled in Fayette County Texas, to become the head of a large posterity and revered as pioneers in that southland county.  George and his family became citizens of the Republic of Texas.  They were there just after the siege and fall of the Alamo.  They knew, or knew of,  the Crocketts, the Bowies, the Travises, the Deaf Smiths, and all the other names we now recognize from that day.  But to us, George and his wife Nancy are family, and this work now reveals their life to us.


This all started some 10 years ago when I first became aware of Evelyn Ethington Townsend in Bastrop Texas. We corresponded, but I was unable to figure out just who her George Washington Ethington ancestor was.  We tried, and in the process were able to document many members of her family, but the mystery of George’s origin was unsolved.  This troubled me, but it had to be put aside until some future date. Sherry, I did not know that you were part of this family, and your letter of 15 years ago while living in Las Vegas was also a part of this puzzle (Did you know that I went to your house one evening while there trying to find you?  You were gone.)


In the meantime, a great deal of work was done on other Ethington families.  James, we were able to do some work on your origins in the Vigo County Indiana (Terre Haute) area, and in so doing discovered James Ethington who came from Virginia with his son James E. Ethington.  James E. was your ancestor, and with your help we were able to document several hundred members of the family that had been unknown to us.  Alonzo, your family is part of this group, and it was the biography of your grandfather Alonzo “Lon” Ethington that provided the key to understanding the relationships involved.


Along this trail we also were introduced to the Ethetton family in San Antonio Texas.  A great deal of work revealed that they were indeed “Ethingtons”, but had come into Texas in about 1830 direct from England, and therefore not a part of our American Ethington family.  More than 400 names were documented from this family, their extensive records have been filmed and preserved, and their records distributed to family members all over the South.


But the mystery of George Washington Ethington remained.  It was in January of this year (1995) that I was sent to San Antonio Texas on a work assignment.  While there, I was able to slip away one night and drive up to Bastrop and spend the evening with you, Evelyn.  It was our first meeting, and in looking at your papers and photographs, we figured out that there were actually two “A.” Ethingtons, both sons of George Washington. One was Andrew, and the other was Abner.  This had caused some confusion in the past because various photos had been identified simply as “A.” Ethington.


I was so encouraged by the success of our meeting that night, that I extended my ticket to allow me to stay in Texas and work one full day with Evelyn.  We met at the courthouse in LaGrange, and were able to gather many deeds and marriage records relating to the Fayette County family.  We also visited the local Genealogy Library, and were able to determine the true date of George’s arrival through the tax rolls.  It was in these tax rolls that we found son Abner along with his brother Andrew, and their father George.


After our success in LaGrange, Evelyn, her friend who was with us, and I decided to travel to Seguin in Guadalupe County where we knew George had lived with his daughter, Martha Seay until his death in 1899.  We knew he had been buried there, and hoped to find more on him there.  As we came to the turn-off to return to Bastrop, Evelyn decided that she should return home, so I continued on to Seguin alone.


In Seguin, I was unable to find a thing.  I checked the courthouse, the mortuaries, and the cemeteries, and finally ended up at the local library where they had an excellent genealogy section.  Joe, it was you that helped me there, but we were not able to come up with very much.  My son, Jon-David, had faxed me the family group sheets for George Washington Ethington, and as I left I handed them to you, Joe, and you said that you would watch for anything that might help.  Neither of us realized just how important that would become.  It was Thursday the 26th of January, 1995.


Just a few days later, sometime in February,  Darcy you entered that same library (Your letter describing this is dated March 1).  You talked with Joe, and he recalled his discussions with me.  He immediately retrieved the documents I had left with him, you took one look, and realized that we were both working on the same family!  You wrote to me, I called you, and we soon figured out that I had one half of the story, and you had the other half -- because on your way home to New Mexico, you had stopped at Hulda’s home, and there found the key to it all:  Ethie’s newspaper interview wherein she related the story of the trip down the Mississippi in 1839, the move to LaGrange, and that all-important tie to Illinois and Indiana.


And what about the rest of James’ children?  James settled in Terre Haute, George moved (floated) to Texas, but what about the others?  Well, Francis married Thomas Wentworth, and she is your ancestor Merton and Curtis.  Mary married Jonathan Jewell, and their family now is spread from Decatur to Long Beach.   Katherine, that is your family.  And we are still working on the others.


Quite a story.  And one that I feel must be told, retold, and passed on to our children.  For too long we have all wondered just how we fit together.  Now, we know.


Several of you have asked about the cost of these materials (Some of you will receive a whole book, and others will get just this letter and a few other documents).  It is the purpose of our Family Organization to simply get these things in your hands, where they will be passed from generation to generation.  This particular project has been paid for by donations from Marilyn Ethington Wooley and Mildred Ethington Millett.  If you feel you would like to support the family in projects such as this for others, whatever you feel you could contribute would be welcome.  The cost of this project, not counting travel, has been about $300, leaving just less than $100 in our account after mailing this project.


I sincerely hope you enjoy this piece of work.  You have each contributed so much, (Sandy, your video of Dugger Cemetery was extraordinary!), each of you in your own way.  Thank you so much.






Sincerely,

                



________________________________






Harold D. Ethington, President

Distribution:

(Descendants of George Washington Ethington)

Evelyn Ethington Townsend: 2006 N Pecan St Bastrop TX 78602 (512) 303-9320

Jackie Graham: 6915 Hwy 146 Baytown TX 77520 (713) 383-3117

Cheryl Graham Kelley: 7318 Palmetto St. Baytown TX 77520

Lenora Michael Nietsche: Rt 1 Bx 68 LaGrange TX 78945 (512) 242-3302

Jesse Michael: Rt 1 LaGrange TX

Hulda Pearl Hayter: 1101 Donaldson Ave San Antonio TX 78228 (210) 735-8018

Pat McGee / Darcy Fowler: PO Box 670 Chimayo NM 87522 (505) 351-4039

Sandy Haugen: 2910 Elmcreek Rd Seguin TX 78155 (210) 303-3200

James D. Seay Jr.: PO Box 627 Seguin TX 78155 (210) 379-1898

Abe Ethington: 4370 Oakbay Rd Ft Ludlow WA 98365

 Sherry Ethington Aldridge: (c/o Richard Wallace Ethington, her father)

Richard Wallace Ethington:  Rt 1 Box 102 A Shirley AR 72153 (501) 745-5176

(Seguin County Family History Librarian)

Mr. Joe Comingore: 1757 Willow Creek Seguin TX 78155 (210) 372-2649

(Descendants of James E. Ethington, brother to George Washington Ethington)

James W. Ethington: 5355 Winding Creek Dr Rockford IL 61111

Alonzo Ethington:  #43 Grand Lake Drive Port Clinton OH 43452  (419) 734-5963

(Descendants of Mary Ethington Jewell, sister to George Washington Ethington)

Kathryn Jewell Beier: 8216 Lamar Drive Arvada CO 80003 (303) 421-3857

(Descendants of Francis Ethington Wentworth, sister to George Wash. Ethington)

Merton Wentworth: 115 Wa Wee Nork Dr 2B Battle Creek MI 49015 (616) 964-7926

Curtis Oden:  Exline IA  52555 (515) 658-2788

(Funded by)

Marilyn Ethington Wooley: 155 E 300 N Farmington UT 84025

Mildred Ethington Millett:  1437 East 920 North Orem UT 84057
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