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Hello to you all.


In 1914 a man's misplaced foot in Tampa Florida slips from a streetcar.  He falls, and dies from his injuries.  Eighty years later, 2,000 miles away, that misplaced foot becomes the final piece in a fractured puzzle of family relationships  --  that piece that suddenly makes sense of it all  --  and allows a family, finally, to see itself as one,  and know its own rich heritage.


Some of you may not know me.  I am Harold Ethington, and I am President of the Ethington Family Organization.  For the past several months we have been working on the newfound Ethington family in the state of Florida, and I would like to share with you the events leading up to a rather startling discovery.  Please, come with me as we see what happened so long ago on that streetcar in Tampa.

Jan 1984


James V. Ethington, of Matthews North Carolina, is contacted by the Ethington Family Organization through a mailing list and writes to Betty Ann Bowles of Shelbyville, Kentucky.  That letter is later passed on to Harold Ethington.

Jan 1990


Harold Ethington corresponds with James V. and begins looking for the Alabama family of his grandfather, William Valentine Ethington.  

Feb 1993  


The 1860 family of Joseph and Mary Ethington family in Coffee County Alabama is "discovered".  Their unnamed son born in 1860 is presumed to be the grandfather of James V., but identification is not certain.  The 1870 Family of Polly Ethington with son Peter is also noted, relationship not known.

Apr 1993


Mass mailing sent to 400 Ethington family members nation wide.  Response received from Debera Casey Ethington, formerly married to Donald Ethington of Ft. Myers Florida.  In a phone call with Harold Ethington she states that Donald Ethington and his family had been in Florida for "generations".  No family members had been previously identified as living in that state.  Debera does not know where Donald is now living, but he was born in Ft. Myers.

Jul 1993


Harold Ethington visits James V. and Joyce Ethington while in Charlotte NC on business.  Discuss the Joseph and Mary Ethington family of Coffee County AL as probable ancestors of James V.

Jul 1993


Harold Ethington is sent to Ft. Myers Florida on business.  While there, he breaks away during his lunch hour and finds the newspaper birth announcement for Donald Ethington (b. 1953) in the Ft. Myers public library.  On return home, he locates Donald Ethington through his brother in Tampa.  Donald is living in Enterprise Alabama.  Phone calls to Donald's mother, father, and others in Florida establish basis of family.  Father Albert Myrle Ethington, and grandfather Vernon Ethington are established.  Father of Vernon is not known.  The Florida searches reveal a Joseph and Mary Ethington living in Holmes County Florida where Mary is identified as Mary Prestwood.  While two Prestwood girls are living with them, son Peter is not there (census date: 5 Sep 1870).  It is noted that in this same year (census date:  2 Jul 1870), a Polly Ethington, with children Peter, Sarah, and Victoria, is living in Coffee County Alabama.

Jul 1993


Work in the Salt Lake City library identifies father of Vernon Ethington as Peter G. Ethington, of Taylor County Florida who died in 1914.  Peter's parents are not discovered.  It is postulated that they are Joseph and Mary Ethington, of Coffee/Holmes Counties.  In spite of high cost ($40), Harold Ethington decides to send for Pasco County Florida probate records for Peter G. Ethington.

Aug 1993


Donald Ethington is sent by his employer to Salt Lake City.  He and Harold Ethington spend two evenings at the Salt Lake Family History Library.  Donald notes that the town where he lives is in Coffee County Alabama, and, that Holmes County Florida is only about 40 miles south of Coffee County Alabama.  Donald discovers that Joseph Ethington's 1880 wife Jospehine and daughter Helen are living in Santa Rosa County Florida in 1900.  Josephine has remarried to Joseph Pace.  Helen's descendants are contacted in the towns of Milton and Pace, Florida.  Her son Eulee is still living in Pennsacola, but none are aware of Helen's father's history.  Imogene Duboise notes that "Helen's father [Joseph Ethington] was killed in a tragic wagon accident", and that Helen was from Westville, Holmes County Florida.

Aug 1993


Attention turns to the Prestwood family, since Joseph's wife Mary was identified as a Prestwood.  Talk with Prestwood researchers reveals story of the Terry Prestwood  -  Gilley Shiver family in Coffee County.  Smallpox killed several of the family, including Terry and Gilley.  Youngest daughter Elizabeth was given to "Some other family member" to save her life.  It is noted that an "Elizabeth Prestwood" is living with Joseph and Mary Ethington in Holmes County Florida in 1870.  Prestwood family information identifies Polly Ethington in the 1870 census as wife of Joseph Ethington.  Their children are listed as Elmirah, Peter, Sarah, and Victory.  This is straight from the census records only, and Harold Ethington is reluctant to accept the Coffee County "Polly Ethington" as wife of Joseph Ethington of Holmes County.  Still no tie for the Florida Peter G. Ethington to Joseph and Mary Prestwood Ethington.

Aug 1993


Probate records for Peter G. Ethington are received from Pasco County Florida.  There is no clue as to Peter's parents or siblings, but one mortician's bill notes that Peter died "accidentally".  The body was shipped from Tampa to Dade City.  Thinking that the accidental death might have triggered a news story, Harold Ethington calls the Dade City newspaper office asking for an obituary.  They do not have the records, but refer him to the Dade City Library.  

Friday, Aug 20, 1993 8:00 am


Harold Ethington calls the Hugh Embry Dade City Library and talks to Lynn Shirreffs.  Lynn notes that the 1914 newspapers had just been filmed, and were available there in the library collection.  She would look immediately and FAX anything she might find to HE.

Friday, Aug 20, 1993 10:00 am


Harold Ethington takes work break, checks FAX machine, and finds FAX from Lynn: " T.G. Ethington Meets Death by Accident:  Fall while attempting to Board Street Car in Tampa, Fractured Skull.  ... foot slipped and he fell backward, hitting his head... died in the hospital without regaining consciousness... survived by his wife and a sister;  Mrs. Roach of Tampa."

Friday, Aug 20, 1993, 9:00 pm


Harold Ethington returns to the Salt Lake City Family History Library, and looks for marriage of any Ethington girl to a Mr. Roach in Taylor County Florida, the county where Peter was married at age 22.  There he finds Queen Ann Victory Ethington married to Mr. Thomas Roach in June 1881.  Also finds Elmirah Ethington married to John Johnson in Oct 1887 in same county.  The 1860 Coffee County Joseph and Mary Ethington had shown daughter Elmira.  The 1870 Coffee County Polly Ethington family had shown son Peter, and daughter Victory.  


Conclusions:  

1.  Polly Ethington, of Coffee County Alabama (1870) is the same woman as Mary Prestwood Ethington, wife of Joseph Ethington, who resided in Coffee County Alabama (1860), and Holmes County Florida (1870).  

2.  Peter G. Ethington of Taylor and Pasco Counties Florida, is their son, 2 months old and unnamed in the 1860 Coffee County Alabama census.  


3.  The unnamed son (Peter) in the 1860 Coffee County census cannot be the ancestor of James V. Ethington.  He is definately the ancestor of the Florida family.

4.  It is highly likely that the Montgomery family of James V. Ethington is related through the Coffee County Ethington family, to the Florida Ethingtons. However at this time no other Coffee County male Ethington is identified as a potential candidate for this position.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

So, as you can see this has been quite a ride!  My thanks to each of you who has helped so much along the way.  This simply would not have come together if you had not each done your part.


I hope that you will each accept this work and treasure it up for your own families.  It is our purpose to gather it, and share it with all who would like to have. it.  If you feel it has value for you, you may help us continue this for others by sending whatever contribution you feel is appropriate to the address listed above.  


You may each help in another way.  We now need to "fill in the blanks" for each of your families, and list the names of your children etc.  Just write on these pages and return them to me.  I will update the computer and mail you fresh copies.


 Just how do we all fit together you ask?  Well, Joseph is the son of Volentine Ethington, who was born in Georgia in 1795.  We don't know just yet, but Volentine's father may be the William Ethington who patented ground in Georgia in 1794.  That William may be the son of William and Caty Ethington of Culpeper County Virginia, because a neighbor noted in 1804 that "...some of William's children went to the state of Georgia about 1800...".   And, this William is the son of William Ethington who appears in Spotsylvania County Virginina in 1720.  We think that he is our common ancestor.


Again, Thank you All.  Please let me hear from you.






Harold D. Ethington






President, The Ethington Family Organization

