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To His Excellency




(no date given)

  Asbel P. Willard

The undersigned, citizens and officers of Montgomery County, and jurors by whom Scott Ethington was tried and convicted and sent to the State Prison, would respectfully solicit your Excellency to grant a pardon to this said Scott Ethington.


Ethington was convicted of Grand Larceny some three years ago, and has ever since been at hard labor in said prison.  His conduct while there, from information received, has been exemplary, and such as to furnish evidence of a sincere reformation.  As it was his first offense, we think he has had a lesson not to be forgotten by him in the future.


His mother, who will present this petition, is a poor but excellent woman, whose chief reliance for support was in this son whose pardon we ask.  Since his imprisonment, she has had great trouble to get along, and for her sake, as well his, we are induced to sign this paper.  To pardon Ethington would be doing a charity without inflicting any public harm.






Lewis Wallace






J N Schooler Dept Sheff






James Byerz






Wm K. Wallace, Shff






W. C. Vance Clk






D. F. Riego A.M.L.

A. R. Watson Dpy Clk

John V. Schooler Depy Treasurer
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DESCRIPTIVE LIST OF THE CONVICTS IN THE STATE PRISON OF INDIANA

AT JEFFERSONVILLE

                                  Name:  Scott Ethington

                         Occupation:  Laborer

   County where Convicted:  Montgomery

                                 Crime:  G. Larceny

                                  Term:  4 years

                  When Received:  Sept 17, 1857

When and how Discharged:  Pardoned Dec 5th 1860

                                     Age:  20

                                 Height:  5 ft. 6 in.

                        Complexion:  Fair

                                    Eyes:  Blue

                                     Hair:  Sandy

                               Nativity:  Indiana

                Former Character:  Moderate

Remarks:
Small scar on right temple.  Small scar on 2nd joint 1st finger left hand. 



Small scar on back of right hand.  Small scar on right thumb.  Scar on



Big toe left foot.  Mother lives 1 mile above Portland Fountain County.



Uncle lives in Uriqouis County Ill.

Note by HDE:  The above remark says that Scott’s mother lives in the town of Portland, in Fountain County.  Fountain County lies Northwest of Indianapolis on the Illinois border, near the towns of Danville IL and Crawfordsville IN.  There is no present-day town of Portland in Fountain county.  However, there is a current-day (year 2000) town of Portland Indiana on the far Eastern side of the state in Jay County.  This mention of Soctt’s mother residing in the Town of Portland in Fountain County is not understood at this time.  Need to check 1860 gazetteers to see if there was a town called Portland there at that time.


Mention is also made of Scott’s uncle who lives in Iroquois County Illinois.  Iroquois County is about 50 miles Northwest of Fountain Co Indiana.  It is not known if this Uncle is brother to Scott’s father John Ethington, or brother to Scott’s mother Susannah Sherrill.  A survey of that county in 1860 needs to be made to determine this relationship, since our records do not show any brothers or sisters to either of these two parents.

HDE

April 2000
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Elston Bank

Isaac C. Elston

Henry S. Lane

Crawfordsville, Ind.

November 30, 1860

To his excellency A. A. Hammond

Dear Sir

  From information derived from Col Wilson and others I am inclined to think that Scott Ethington a convict in the Penitentiary is a proper subject for Executive Clemency.  He was convicted in This County and his petition is on file in your office signed by the jury and prosecuting attorney.  I am ever truly yours

H. S. Lane
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Elston Bank

Isaac C. Elston

Henry S. Lane

Crawfordsville, Ind.

November 30, 1860

Gov. Hammond

Indianapolis Ind.

Dear Sir,


Enclosed I send you a letter from Col. Lane recommending Scott Ethington to Executive Clemency.  I hope you will pardon him immediately.





Yours Truly,





S. E. Williams
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Indiana State Prison

Jeffersonville

March 8, 1860

Gov. A. F. Willard

Your Excellency,

  Yours of 5th inst. Received.  The conduct of Scott Ethington since his imprisonment has been good.






Respectfully






D. W. Miller
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Crawfordsville

23 Nov 1860

To his Excellency

Gov. A. A. Hammond

Indianapolis Ind.

Dear Sir,


At the Montgomery Cir Court March Term 1858 if my recollection serves me I was employed apt leg and a member of the Citizens to prosecute Mr. Scott Ethington on a charge of Grand Larceny (horse stealing).  Ethington was convicted and sentenced to confinement in the State Prison for five years.


The body of the offense was proven by the testimony of an accomplice _____ _____ his conviction and ____ ______ his Mother presented to me a petition for his pardon to be presented to Gov. Willard 

I refused to sign the petition at that time but told her that after Scott Ethington had served out half his time and gave evidence of reform I would ask the governor to extend to him his Pardon.  

I have been informed and believe he has conducted himself peaceably and quietly during his imprisonment and has thoroughly reformed.  And believing that the object of punishment is reformation and his punishment having accomplished that end, I now ask you to pardon Ethington for the balance as evidence of his term of imprisonment.  The facts of his conviction by the _______evidence of an accomplice has had some weight with me in asking for his pardon I suppose _____ is a ____ and ____ in his behalf filed at court a year and a half ago.  I believe him to be a proper subject for Executive Clemency and therefore recommend his pardon.

Very Respectfully yours

S. L. Williams

