Report
Field Trip to
Spotsylvania County Virginia
September 1-5, 2000
By Harold D. Ethington

Purpose of this trip to Spots County Virginia was to (first) meet with Barbara Vines Little and discuss her recently concluded report on the Ethington family in Virginia.  Second, was to visit the several plots of land that she has identified as occupied by members of the family:  The John Ethington 136 acres, the George Peterson land on Suck Branch, the Lewis Pines land on the Orange/Spots border, and finally, the William and Caty Ethington land in Culpeper County.

Met with Barbara Vines Little at the Orange County Historical Society building in Orange, Orange county, Virginia at 10:30 AM Saturday 2 Sep 2000.  Present were Barbara Vines Little, Harold D. and Claudia Ethington and their sons, Justin, Jared, and Jon-David Ethington.  Also, Marie Edenton Woolf and her daughter Gwen Edenton Woolf of Fredericksburg Virginia.  The meeting was recorded and a full transcript will accompany this report.

Basic findings in these discussions were the following points:
· Barbara presented two new documents recently discovered.  They were
1. Name of John Ethington on list of 10,000 requesting religious separation of church and State.
2. Name of William Ethington listed as insolvent.
· Further discussion of relationship between Francis and William Ethington Jr.  Her conclusion, as stated in her report, is that William is the oldest surviving brother to Francis (and both consequently sons of William Sr.), and was in court claiming Francis’ property only because a warrant for land was involved.  With the court’s decision that he was indeed the heir, and with his court confirmed right to the warrant, he could collect the warrant and use it, or he could sell it to the numerous persons who were buying such warrants at the time.  There was no other probable cause for William Jr. to take this action unless there were a warrant involved.  As Barbara said, if there were nothing more than a horse and gun, these were quietly adopted by the family without court action.  
It is interesting to note that the only two Ethington men to own land in these early days, were John and William.  John had a warrant, sold it, and the cash was likely used in his purchase of the 136 acres from Bullock.  If our reasoning is correct, William received Francis’ warrant due to the court action he took to confirm his place as the heir of Francis.  That warrant was also sold (warrants were for land further west), and again, the proceeds used in the purchase, or lease of the Appeson ground in Culpeper County.
· There appears to be a connection between William and Caty Ethington in Culpeper, and the Apperson family.  Caty’s attorney after William’s death was Francis Apperson.  He divided William’s estate, and Betty Apperson is bond for Caty in some court actions.  Also, the name of the creek that went through their property was (and is today) Apperson Creek.  Need to look at this family, and see if there is some connection.  It is established that John’s wife Susan was a sister to Caty.
Refer to the transcript of this meeting for other points and matters of interest.
After the meeting with Barbara had concluded (lunch in Orange), we traveled to the area identified by Barbara as the land owned by John Ethington, purchased from Bullock.  This is near the intersection of Hwy 208 and Hwy 602 in Spots County.  We traveled to the end of 602, and were directed by a resident to a small cemetery contained in the front yard of Dana Southern at the intersection of 602 and Walnut Farm Road.  Dana had cleared and cleaned the cemetery when he found it upon moving to the property several years ago.  He had not known of its existence when he purchased the ground.  He referred to it as the “Sacra Family Cemetery”.
The cemetery consists of 16 graves laid out in two rows of 8 each.  There are headstones and footstones for each grave, but only two of them are engraved.  The first (in row 2 position 1) states
At Rest
Sacra
John-Jorden
Died Nov 9, 1922
This stone is hand carved—looks like it was actually inscribed with a nail.
The second inscribed stone is in the first row,  towards the North end.  It reads
Sallie B. Edenton
Born Dec 16, 1847
Died Feb 12, 1906
She hath done what she could
This Sallie B. Edenton is Sallie H. Bett Payne Edenton, wife of Joseph H. Edenton.  Joseph H. Edenton is the great-grandson of John Edenton as follows:
  John Ethington / Edenton (1752-1830 wife Susan (1764 – 1841)
    John Etherton Jr. (1787-1832) wife Sally Blaydes (1785 – 1823)
      Stephan J. Edenton (1804 – 1858) wife Hulda Vass  (1801 – 1876)
         Joseph H. Edenton (1842 - ) wife Sallie H. Bett Payne (1842 – 1906)

Joseph H. Edenton was born about 1842 in Spots County and married Sallie Payne there 15 Nov 1885.  Sallie was born about 1842 per Marie Woolf, and her death date was give by her as 20 Feb 1906. 
Several of the upright stones in this cemetery were obviously very very old.  Moss had grown on all sides, and all edges had been rounded by time.  More will be said of these stones later.
Dana Southern told us that a Percy Sacra had been buried further South in a single grave beside the road.  We traveled to that spot, and found a single grave with no headstone.  We returned to Mr. Dana’s house and were told that Mr. Sacra’s widow still lived close by, just south of the 208 store.
We found Mrs. Sacra’s home, and attempted to raise her.  There was no answer, so we determined to try again the next day.
On Sunday, September 3 we returned to the area and stopped at the 208 store.  In conversations there with “George”, the proprietor, we were told that a Mr. Louis Massey who lived close by, was very knowledgeable about the area’s history.  Mr. Massey lived about ½ mile south of the 208 store, on Hwy 208.
We found Mr. Massey on his front porch, and asked him if he knew anything about the Edenton family, and he replied that he “Knew Them All!”.  We were quite surprised, but soon found this to be true.  He was well aware that the land behind his property had been owned by the Edenton family since early times.  He had been born just south of the Edenton land, and had lived his whole life in the area.  He was born in 1920, and is now 80 years old.
During our conversation with Mr. Massey, his son Clyde arrived.  He joined the conversation, and offered to take us to the land and show us the boundaries as defined on the aerial maps we had.  We did this, and soon found ourselves on what could easily be “Nick’s Ditch”.  Clyde as an experienced hunter on this land, and knew it very well.  He said that if he were to build a cabin on it, it would be there because of the proximity to a clear spring just to the North.
We proceeded to the Edenton Cemetery (as called by Louis Massey, the “Sacra” Cemetery per Dana Southern), where he confirmed the fact that he had been brought here as early as 1926 or 1927.  He call the cemetery The Edenton Cemetery, and was quite sure that many of the early Edenton’s had been buried there.  His recollection was that the older stones had been obviously very old even in the 1920’s.  Our collective judgment was that the older stones could easily date back to the late 1700’s.
We drove south of the Edenton Cemetery on what is now called Walnut Farm Lane, but called by Louis Massey “The Massey Road”.  At a point just south of the Dana Southern property, Mr. Massey said something that firmly tied this land to the John Edenton 136 acres.  He said that at that point, the Ira Lipscomb land joined the Edenton land.  Ira Lipscomb was a well-known Spots landowner, mentioned often in court records.  I had thought that Barbara’s work had shown that Ira Lipscomb adjoined the Edenton land, but will have to confirm that with a review of her maps.
Standing at the intersection of Walnut Farm Lane and road 602 Clyde pointed out that the line I had drawn on the map for the western boundary of John’s land did not correspond exactly with the boundary as he understood it on the land.  He pointed out a row of large, old trees that formed a line leading off to the Northwest.  He and Louis both confirmed that that was the actual boundary, and could be seen on the aerial map also.  This line as I had drawn it will have to be corrected with this information.
Lewis Massey stated that the land is now owned by Alexander McAllister.
We thanked both Louis and Clyde Massey for their help, and parted company.  Louis can be reached at:

Louis Massey

6241 Courthouse Road

Spotsylvania VA 22553
Conclusions
The John Ethington 136 acres is adequately identified and located at the end of Spots Co Va road 602.  All facts substantiate this as his land, and there are no pieces of contradictory evidence.  The final proof needed is now to do a title search and show the current landowners link back to him.
End of report.
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Driving Directions From Spotsylvania Courthouse VA to John Ethington 130 acres (purchased in 1795).

1. From Courthouse go SW 200 yards on Hwy 208 to intersection of 208 / 613.

2. Continue South (left) on 208, about 5 miles to the town of Snell.  This is the intersection of 208 and 606.

3. Turn West (right) and continue on 208 about 6 miles to the town of Brokenburg (intersection of 208 and 650).

4. Continue through the town of Borkenburg, Southwest on 208 about ¼ mile to the intersection of 208 and 602.

5. Turn left on 602 and travel to its end, about 3 miles. 

The Ethington land lay between the end of 602 and hwy 208 to the West.  Just South of this point was the Holladay house, at the end of Hwy 665.

Driving directions from Spotsylvania Co VA Courthouse to Lewis Pines land in Western Spots County:

1. From Spotsylvania Courthouse go SW 200 yards to intersection of 208 and 613.

2.  Continue South (left) on 208, about 5 miles to the town of Snell.  This is the intersection of 208 and 606.

3.  Turn West (right) and continue on 208 about 6 miles to the town of Brokenburg (intersection of 208 and 650).

4. In town of Brokenburg, turn North (right) on Hwy 650.

5. Go about 3 miles to the intersection of 650 and 606.  This is the town of Margo.

6. Turn Left on 606.  Travel West about 9 miles to the town of Paytes.

7. Turn Left on 601.  Travel South about 3 miles to the intersectio of 601 and 680.

8. Turn Left on 680.  Travel Southeast about 1 miles.  The Anthony Street / Lewis Pines land is on the Left.

Directions from Culpeper City VA to William Ethington Leased Land in Culpeper County VA:

1. From city of Culpeper, drive North on 229 about 2 miles to city of Catalpa.

2. Turn Left on 729.  Drive about 2 miles to intersection of 729 and 638.  

3. Turn Right on 638.  Drive North about 2 miles.  Ethington land lies to the West, between hwy 638 and the town of Cardova.

