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Introduction, Summary


A series of DNA tests conducted during 2002 has yielded new insights into the structure of the early 18th century Virginia Ethington family.  

We learn first, that there is no relationship to the prominent Edrington family that settled in the Northern Neck of Virginia in the mid 1600’s.  They were well established long before members of the Culpeper and Spotsylvania County Virginia Ethington families became active, and much work has been done trying to find a link between the two families.  No documented link has ever been found, and now, DNA testing of living persons in both families shows no relationship between the two
.

Second, we find that documented members of the Culpeper / Spotsylvania Ethington families all show a common DNA signature.  As expected however, there are small differences in this signature over time, but all differences fall within accepted statistical variances to prove same-family relationships.

Among the findings for the Culpeper / Spotsylvania families, we now know that the John Ethington – Susan Suckley family of Spotsylvania is closely tied to the Virginia Ethingtons who settled in Woodford, Henry, and Shelby counties of Kentucky.  We also see that members of both the Culpeper and Spotsylvania families who settled in Kentucky in the early 1800’s are closely related.  

The evidence also supports the conclusion that William Ethington of Henry County KY, is actually the son of William and Caty Ethington of Culpeper county Virginia, rather than a son of Joseph Ethington of Spotsylvania County—a long-held family tradition.

An unanticipated result of the testing was finding a related branch of the Culpeper family just across the state line from Trimble County Kentucky in Madison, Jefferson County Indiana.  The Etherton family of this area are descendants of Joseph Etherton, son of William and Caty of Culpeper.

This report will detail all of the above findings, discuss the methodology, and formulate questions to be answered by future testing.  Contributions towards these goals are always welcome.

Background

About 15 years ago, I came into possession of a small hymnal that had belonged to my Great Grandmother, Susan Elizabeth Ethington Ethington.  In the summer of 2001 I took this book to the Green Library at Stanford University in Palo Alto California to see if I could further identify its origin.  At the conclusion of my interview with the curator in the special collections department, he suggested that I read a book by Bryan Sykes regarding DNA testing for proving genealogical theories and family lines
.  He showed me a copy of the book that he had been given to catalogue, and I soon purchased my own copy and read it.

Sykes explained how, once he knew his own DNA signature, he was able to find other Sykes in England (his home), test them, and he quickly found out which persons were related to him.  He could positively identify living relatives and combine their collective histories into one congruent story.  Without DNA, this would not have been possible. 

The possibilities of using DNA on Ethington Family research began to take form in my mind as I read page after page of uses for the DNA signature.  Looking back from this vantage point (November 2002), I can see that it was Susan Elizabeth’s little book that led me to the concept of using DNA to establish and prove so much about our family relationships.  It is an interesting coincidence that her book, plus 140 years, led me to the tool that would prove and disprove so much about our family. Perhaps she planned it that way.

First Thoughts on the use of DNA

Sykes’ tale of finding living relatives was intriguing to me, and my first thoughts were to jump to England or Scotland, find living Ethingtons, test them, and then once we found matches with our American family, trace the English relatives to our common ancestor some time prior to 1720 when we were in Virginia.  I wrote to Sykes, and asked him to locate current-day Ethingtons in Great Britain, and forward those addresses to me so that I could start a contact program with them.  I was most disappointed when I got the results:  There were no Ethingtons in England or Scotland at all!, and our advance was refunded.

I found this most curious.  I knew that we had English / Scottish roots, and I really felt that since our 40-year research goal had been to find our immigrant ancestor, this was the way to do it.  Yet, here we were with no one to test!

But then I began to think about the America family.  There were so many unanswered questions:  Were we part of the Edrington family of early Virginia?  What about the Ethertons in Jackson County Illinois?  And what about that large part of the family in Arkansas / Georgia / Florida and Texas that we couldn’t find links with?  And then, what about our own “solid” Kentucky/Virginia family lines?  Were they really that solid?

I began to form a plan to use DNA to test our American family first, and worry about England later.  I would firm up what we thought we knew, and then use that as a beginning point for further research.  It was going to be interesting to find out the facts, here in America.  

Research on companies that actually do DNA testing led me first to Brigham Young University, in Provo Utah, just 40 miles to the south.  As I talked with them, I learned that they were mainly focused on researching the use of DNA for relationship testing, but the actually testing was offered to the public by a separate Salt Lake City company, Relative Genetics (part of Sorenson Labs).  Talking with Diahan Southard at Relative Genetics, I learned what the procedure was to insure confidentiality and reliability of the tests.  The cost was going to be $200 per test, and Diahan commented that “…the more you can bring to the table, the more you will get out of this.”  I knew that after 40 years of paper-trail research, we had a lot to bring to the table, and my hopes were high.

General Theory To Be Tested


Forty years of research had produced a general theory for the structure of the early American Ethington family.  We had postulated that the patriarch and probable immigrant ancestor was one William Ethington who lived in Spots County Virginia as early as 1743, when he appeared as a witness in Penn vs. Music in Spots county.  He will be identified in this record as William-1, or William Ethington-1.


It appeared that William-1 had five sons.  All five men were active in the Culpeper / Spots area, and left documented evidence of their lives, but none is directly or positively identified through records as a son of William-1.  The five men were:

James Ethington-1 (1746 – 1776) 

Married Lucy Peterson, daughter of Joseph Peterson, lived in Spots County near present day Brokenburg.  Died by 1776.  Had children, but nothing more is known of them.

William Ethington-2 (1748 – 1798)

One William Ethington (spelled variously) and his wife Caty were residents of Culpeper County Virginia at the end of the 1700’s, and up into the early 1800’s.  William died in 1799, and extensive court records relating to his leased land reveal much about the family.  The children dispersed after his death—some to Kentucky, some to North Carolina, and some to Georgia, and their further movements into Indiana, Illinois, and Texas have been documented.

Because John Ethington-1 of Spots stated that he was a former resident of Culpeper County, and because John’s wife says that she was married at the home of her sister in Culpeper county who was married to John’s brother, the Culpeper family has always been of great interest to us.  I wanted to test a member of that family to see if the DNA would indicate a close, or distant relationship between the Culpeper and Spots families.  

The children of William-2 and Caty dispersed to many different states after William’s death in 1799.  Most have been documented as children of this couple due to court documents relating to the sale of William’s leased land.  However, DNA tests have been conducted on the following sons’ descendants to confirm their relationship to the Culpeper family:

1.  Joseph Etherton-2 of Jefferson County Indiana (1784-1878)

One Joseph Etherton, wife Elizabeth, appears in Jefferson County Indiana in 1816.  His older children were born in Virginia, and an ad in Fredericksburg Virginia in 1820 notes that Joseph Etherton has removed from that state.  Joseph Etheron-2 is well documented in Jefferson County, and has many living descendants there.  John Etherton-3, GG great grandson of Joseph-2 lives today (Nov 2002) in Indianapolis Indiana.  He agreed to provide a DNA sample to test the Joseph Etherton-2 family against the William-2 and Caty family of Culpeper.

2.  James Ethington-2 of Edgar County Illinois (1775-1871)

James Ethington-2 appears in Edgar County Illinois in 1819.  His son George Washington Ethington-1 attempted to move to Missouri in about 1838, but the raft he had constructed was swept by a flood all the way to the Gulf coast, and they ended up in Texas.  Albe E. Ethington, a GG grandson of James Ethington-2 living in Baytown Texas agreed to be tested for this family.

3. John Ethington-2 of Owen County Kentucky (1774 – 1822)

John Ethington-2 and his wife Francis Yancy settled in Owen County Kentucky in about 1810.  He was sued by John Callendar over the sale of William-2’s land in Culpeper county Virginia, proving that John-2 was a son of William-2.  John’s children moved generally to Indiana and Illinois after his death, and some assumed the spelling Etherington.  John-2’s GG grandson Charles Thomas Ethington, a farmer in Trilla Illinois agreed to be tested for this branch of the family.

Joseph Ethington-1 (1749 – 1800) 

Born c. 1749, is documented many times in Spots County.  Family tradition says he was married three times, and was a shoemaker in Virginia during the Revolution with his father.  Court records show that his children were taken by the court and given to the overseer of the poor on at least two occasions.

William-3 and Fielding-1 Ethington (spelled variously) both settled in Henry County Kentucky about 1814.  They bought farms next to each other, and their families were raised together in the 6-mile area near Lockport.  Ivory Ethington, a great grandson of William-3 born in 1883 also lived in this area and in 1963 said that William-3 and Fielding-1 were half-brothers, and both sons of one “J.” Ethington who had lived in Virginia.  These relationships are seen in the following chart (Chart 1):
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Chart 1

Other family members have either heard and repeated this over the years, or, perhaps had some other source for their knowledge of these facts.  A document found in the Kentucky State Archives in 1984 showed one Jeremiah Edrington, son of a Joseph Ethington then deceased, in court on assault and battery charges.  Fielding Ethington-1 was bond for Jeremiah.  This document has been interpreted to mean that Fielding-1 was a brother to Jeremiah, they were by deduction both sons of Joseph Ethington of Virginia, and since William-3 and Fielding-1 were also brothers (half), William-3 by deduction was a son of Joseph Ethington also.  In addition, when William-3 died in 1853, his death record showed that he was the son of “J.” Ethington.

I wanted to test this theory to see if it would hold up under DNA analysis.  Don Ethington of Shelbyville, a direct descendant of Fielding Ethington agreed to be tested.  

To gain a positive DNA signature for William Ethington-3 of Henry County Kentucky, I wanted to have two descendants tested, rather than just one.  With only one test, there may have been some problem in the ancestral line (adoption, non-paternal event etc.) that would go undetected.  By testing two descendants we could confirm the DNA signature of William-3 without questions if the two persons were identical.  I am a direct descendant of William-3 and would provide one test.  Jack Ethington of Oklahoma City, my 4th cousin and another direct descendant of William-3 agreed to provide the second sample.  Don Ethington of Shelbyville KY is a documented descendant of Fielding.  If Don, Jack and I were identical, it would indicate that (1) William-3 and Fielding-1 had the same father, and that (2) we had a good signature for William-3.

Francis Ethington-1 (1750 – 1776)   

Born c. 1750.  Only record is from Spots court records where he was noted as having died in the Revolution.  William Etherton is his heir.
John Ethington-1 (1752 – 1830)   

A major part of the American Ethington Family History has been based on the life and knowledge of one John Ethington who lived in Spotsylvania County Virginia from his birth in 1752 to his death in 1830.  John was a veteran of the Revolutionary War and as such his life was well documented.  He and his wife Susan had many descendants, many of whom still live in the Spotsylvania area.  Working with living members of the family there, we have documented over 1,000 of John and Susan’s descendants.  The question was, Are we related?  DNA would give us the answer.  Henry Clifford Edenton, a truck driver and 4th great-grandson of John and Susan agreed to provide a DNA sample for testing.

The living descendants of William Ethington-1 that agreed to be tested appear in the following chart (Chart 2):
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Edrington Family of Early Virginia 


In addition to the Culpeper / Spotsylvania Ethington families, we had long been aware of the presence of an Edrington family in early Virginia.  My sister Pat Ethington Beadle and I had been researching this Edrington family of early Virginia in depth, trying find a connection between them and the Culpeper / Spots families.  It seemed so obvious that they would be connected (time, place, names etc.) we had invested a great deal of time in the project.  Now, I could see a quick, sure way to determine if we were part of that well documented family.  We would test their living descendants, test me, and see if we matched.  If we did, we are related.  If we didn’t, we could suspend work on that family.


I had worked for years with several active Edrington researchers, so contacted them (Scott Edrington of LaPoint Utah son of Kay Edrington, and William Edrington of Colliervile Tennessee) and they each agreed to be tested.

DNA Testing for Relationships


The “Y” chromosome is passed from father to son with each generation and is unaffected by the mother.  As such, sons will show the same highly unique DNA signature within the Y chromosome as their father had, and therefore can be identified as related.  Twenty six specific points within the male DNA (called “markers”) have been identified as useful measures for testing relationships.


As successive male generations appear, they too will show the same DNA signature as their father(s) had. So brothers, 1st cousins, 2nd cousins, 3rd cousins, 4th cousins, and even 5th cousins (male) will show the same DNA pattern in the 26 selected markers, and can all be identified as related, descending from a common ancestor.


But, beginning with the 5th and 6th generations, we see small changes that begin to occur in the markers.  These markers are points in the chromosome that tend to change, or mutate, with the passing from generation to generation.  These changes occur in “filler” material that lies between active segments of DNA, and do not affect the inherited characteristics of the person.


The filler material found between active segments of DNA is actually a small sequence of molecules that repeats several times.  It is the number of repeats that change, and these repeats can be observed and counted.  The more differences found between two individuals, the less related they are.


Measuring the rate of change for the 26 marker points has been difficult, since it now appears that there is a different rate for each of the different points.  However, most studies now agree that when testing 26 points, there will be about 1 change in every 4 to 5 generations. The following table shows this relationship:

	# of Points

 Tested
	# of Points Identical
	# of Points Different
	Generations Back to MRCA*

	26
	26
	0
	1 to 4

	26
	25
	1
	11

	26
	24
	2
	18


*MRCA:  Most Recent Common Ancestor


Stated plainly, if two persons test identical at all 26 points, they share a common ancestor within about 4 generations (brothers to 3rd cousins).  If there is one difference between two individuals, their common ancestor is found about 11 generations in the past, and if there are two differences, the Most Recent Common Ancestor will be found about 18 generations prior.  Persons with more than two differences between them are considered for most purposes to be unrelated.


I have used the word “about”, since none of these numbers are exact measures.  Each is only a probability based on a rate of change that has been observed over time.  These probabilities have not yet been firmly established, and work continues to refine these estimates
.

We will see however, that in the Ethington family we have two instances where documented 5th cousins match perfectly at all 26 points, showing that the range of probabilities must always be considered, rather than just one MRCA number for a given relationship.

The chart on the following page (Chart 3) shows the variant points found in the Ethington family testing:
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DNA Test Results

Finding # 1:  Edrington Family Not Related


The first results evident from testing were the differences found in the Christopher Edrington Northern Neck family vs. the Culpeper / Spots Ethington families.  Both Scott and Bill Edrington were exact matches to each other (proving that we had a good DNA signature for the Edrington family), and, they differed greatly from the Spots / Culpeper group.  There are 9 points of difference which indicate that the two families are simply not related.


This finding is of great significance.  The Edringtons came into Virginia in the mid 1600’s, are traceable to England, move and settle up the Northern Neck with the events of the time, and are eventually found in Culpeper and Stafford Counties when the Culpeper / Spots group begins to be identified.


Any researcher would postulate that the Culpeper / Spots group were a branch of the Northern Neck Edringtons, if for no other reason than that they were close geographically, they were contemporaries, and they used similar family given names.  

Much time and effort was spent by many researchers over the years trying to find this connection, and, when none could be found, some simply accepted the connection because “It was so logical”.  It fit nicely, and it was easy to do.

Logical or not, we now know that there is no connection between the two families.  Without this simple DNA result, the two families would have spent even more time, money and effort trying to find that elusive, but non-existent connection. 

Now that the question has been settled with finality, we can move on to more productive research, and focus on the Culpeper / Spots Ethington families.

Finding # 2:  Spotsylvania and Culpeper Ethington Families Linked


Seven men, each descended from the Spots / Culpeper principal families have been tested.  They were selected either because their relationship was proven, or because their relationship was suspected. Two of these men (Harold and Tom) proved to be identical, while the other 5 showed only 1 point of variance from them.  The conclusion is that all 7 are related at least within 11 generations.


This is a significant result.  We can now say that DNA evidence supports the conclusion that 7 different family groups, found principally in 5 different states, with 3 different spellings of the name, are all part of the same early Virginia family.  It appears that we all descend from the same man, one William Ethington who lived in Spotsylvania County Virginia in the 1700’s.

Finding # 3:  Change in Relationships due to DNA results


William Ethington-3 and Fielding Ethington have long been identified as

“Half brothers and sons of ‘J.’ Ethington of Virginia”


This phrase was first documented by Betty Ann Bowles as she listened to her grandfather , Ivory Ethington (1883-1970) on 30 Jan 1963 in Shelbyville Kentucky.  Ivory said:

  "The first Ethington is supposed to have come from Scotland.  His name is not known, but his son was J.Ethington.  Both J. Ethington and his father made shoes for the soldiers.  The father of J. Ethington measured the person's foot and made the shoes to fit and be comfortable.  In fact, he was said to have been the best shoemaker in Virginia and one of this customers was none other than George Washington.

 “Little is known about J. Ethington other than he was a shoemaker. J. Ethington was 45 years old when his father died, and he married sometime shortly after his father's death.  John Demaree (born 1860, a son of Mattie Ethington and John Demaree and also a grandson of James Ethington and Eleanor Clark) said J. Ethington married twice and had the following children:

         By one marriage, J. Ethington had Fielding Ethington

         By another marriage, J. Ethington had:

1.  William Ethington, born c. 1773 in Culpeper Co VA

            2.  Joe Ethington, who lived to be 106 years old

            3.  Rachet Ethington, a daughter, who married Mr. Baker”

(Note from Betty Ann:  Rachet (R A C H E T) is what grandfather called her, NOT  R A C H E L


Thus began the long-held tradition that William-3 and Fielding were half-brothers, and sons of J. Ethington.


This tradition may have begun in about 1955 when James William Ethington of Seattle found a DAR death record for Henry County KY.  In that record, William’s death was recorded, and his father was listed as “J.” Ethington.

So for years, the Kentucky Ethington “knew” that William and Fielding were half brothers and sons of J. Ethington.  But DNA was to tell another story.

Don Ethington is a documented 4th Great Grandson of Fielding Ethington-1.  He lives in Shelbyville KY, and has an automobile dealership there.  He agreed to be tested for the Fielding Ethington-1 line.

Harold Ethington, the author of this report, is a documented 4th Great Grandson of William Ethington-3. assumed half brother of Fielding-1.


Henry Clifford Edenton is a documented 5th Great Grandson of John Ethington-1.  Henry lives in Virginia, and drives truck.  He agreed to be tested for the John Ethingotn-1 line.

Charles Thomas Ethington is a documented 5th Great Grandson of William Ethington-2 and his wife Caty of Culpeper County Virginia.  He agreed to be tested for that family.

Looking at the test results chart, we see that:

First:  Don Ethington, descendant of Fielding, matches perfectly with Henry Edenton, a descendant of John-1.


Second:  Harold Ethington matches perfectly with Charles Tom Ethington, a documented descendant of William-2 and Caty Ethington of Culpeper County.


We have long theorized that William Ethington-3, husband of Sarah Ann Callendar is actually a son of William-2 and Caty of Culpeper, rather than a son of Joseph Ethington-1 and half brother to Fielding-1.  Reasons for this are:

· William-3 is never found in Spots county, while Poly Pines, mother of Fielding is.

· William-3 is found in Culpeper County closely associated with the children of William-2.  William-3 actually gives testimony in Henry Co KY concerning the sale of William-2’s land in Culpeper.

· William-3 married Sarah Ann Callender, supposedly from Stafford County, adjacent to both Culpeper and Spotsylvania counties.

Setting aside the family tradition that William-3 and Fielding are half-brothers and both sons of J. Ethington, DNA tells us that the descendants of William-3 are more closely related to William-2, rather than to Joseph-1.  The re-drawn family tree would look like this (Chart 4):
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Until further evidence to the contrary, we will concluded that William Ethington-3 is the son of William Ethington-2 and his wife, Caty, of Culpeper County Virginia, rather than the son of Joseph Ethington-1, who was father of Fielding Ethington and Jeremiah Edrington.

Findind #4:  Albe Ethington Not Related


Surprisingly, Albe Ethington (documented descendant of James-2 of Edgar County Illinois) was found to have 6 differences from the rest of the family and must be classified as unrelated.  Several conclusions are possible:  

· First, James-2 may not be the same man as James, son of William-2 of Culpeper County.  This relationship was concluded based on the marriage to Martha Blackburn to James Ethington in Culpeper, and interaction in Edgar county between James and Blackburns.  Since Albe is a documented descendant of James-2, it is the link from James-2 to William-2 that is now unlikely.

· Second, there may be some event in the ancestry of Albe that has changed the line of descent.  Adoption is most likely and should be investigated.

To determine the true DNA signature of the James-2 line, we need to test a second male and compare to Albe.  If they match, the Albe line is definitely not related to the Culpeper family.  If however the second test matches the rest of the family, we know that there has been an adoption or other unexplained event in the Albe line of descent, and James-2 is part of the Culpeper family.

Finding # 5:  DNA Signature of William Ethington-1


Another interesting conclusion can be drawn from this information.  We see that Fielding’s descendants have a repeat value of 13 at DYS 391.  Also, the descendants of John Ethington-1 have this same value at that point.   The descendants of William Ethington-2 however, all have a value of 12 repeats at that same point.


If we are to accept the conclusion that William-2, Joseph-1, and John-1 are all sons of William-1, then we must conclude also that William-1 must have a count of 13 at DYS391, and that a mutation occurred between William-1 and William-2 at that point.  The thinking is as follows:


It is likely that a mutation could occur between William-1 and his son William-2.  That is only one mutation, at one point.  But, for two mutations to occur between William-1 and his two sons Joseph and John, or, for two mutations to occur to two sons of William-2, all at the same point (DYS 391), the statistical probability is very (very) low.  In fact, very improbable.


So, we may conclude that 

· William-1 has a count of 13 repeats at DYS 391, and that

· Sons Joseph-1 and John-1 inherited this same count, and that

· Son William-2 received a mutation at DYS 391 of 12 repeats, rather than 13.  His descendants continue to show this count to the present.

If sons could be found for James-1 or for Francis (unlikely), this theory could be further tested.  This set of circumstances is illustrated in the following chart (Chart 5):
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Chart 5

Research Conclusions Confirmed / Refuted


Family researchers have worked diligently for over 100 years trying to discover the truth about the early Virginia Family.  Documents have been scarce, and conclusions have many times been based on nothing but circumstantial evidence.  This series of DNA tests has changed our view in some areas (as seen above), and confirmed our work in others.


The most important new understanding is that indeed, several specific groups of Ethingtons around the country are of the same early Virginia family even though the name is spelled in different ways.  Specifically:

· Confirmed:  The Etheringtons of Illinois and Indiana, descendants of John Ethington-2, are now proven to be related to the Culpeper family.  John Ethington-2 states specifically that he is the son of William-2 of Culpeper (court depositions by neighbors and family).  His descendant DNA matches perfectly with Harold Ethington, a documented descendant of William-3.

· Confirmed:  The Edentons of Virginia, descendants of John Ethington-1 of Spots County Virginia are now tied through DNA to the Culpeper William-2 family, and the Joseph-1 family of Spotsylvania County.

· Confirmed:  The Ethertons of Jefferson County Indiana, descendants of Joseph Etherton-2 are now confirmed members of the Culpeper family.  Joseph-2 stated that he was from Virginia, but there was no document stating who his father was.  We now know he is a direct DNA descendant of William-2.

· Refuted:  The Ethingtons of Texas are linked through documents to one James Ethington who appeared in Edgar County Illinois in about 1818.  We have assumed that this James was one and the same as James Ethington-2, assumed son of William-2 who married Martha Blackburn in Culpeper County Virginia.  DNA testing of Albe Ethington, 3rd Great Grandson of James, shows no relationship to the Culpeper / Spots families.  A second individual from the Texas family will be tested to confirm these results.

· Refuted:  The Edrington family of early Virginia was thought to be related to the Culpeper / Spots families.  It is not.

William and Caty Ethington of Culpeper had one more son:  Reubin Ethington, who moved with William Ethington-3 to the Fayette / Anderson / Scott area of Kentucky.  Reubin had 4 daughters who married and had families, but he did not have any sons, precluding any testing of that branch of the family.

Agatha (“Agga”) Ethington, daughter of William Ethington-2 and Caty, married Moses Washburn and moved around 1800 to Yancy County North Carolina.  Other daughters (Jane, Sally, Fanny, Elizabeth and Lucy) all married and had families, but their descendants have not yet been traced.

Unlinked American Ethington Family Groups
Various other Ethington family groups exist around the United States and have not yet been linked to the Culpeper / Spots families.  Each needs to be tested for relationships, and for further understanding of the larger family.  Those groups are summarized below:

The Etherton Family of Jackson Co IL

Moved into Jackson County Illinois in the early 1800’s, came “From Tennessee”.  Represented today by Kathy Etherton Wilson of Kayesville Utah.

William J. Ethington of Georgia

Born 1854 in Alabama, many descendants today.  Represented by James V. Ethington of Mathews North Carolina.

John and Susannah Sherril Ethington Family of Fountain Co IN
Many descendants, represented by Marie Cook of Las Vegas NV.

Volentine and Mary Dukes Ethington of Crawford GA

Many descendants in Coffee County Alabama, and Florida.  Represented by Don Ethington of Enterprise, Alabama.

Conclusion


One year of DNA testing has produced more knowledge about the Ethington family than has 100 years of document research.  It is knowledge obtained from observations of living persons, and is grounded in the genetic code found in each of our bodies.  Whatever “facts” that are found in conflict with these new truths, must be re-evaluated, and re-thought in light of our new understanding.


The knowledge that the Culpeper / Spots families are not related to the Edringtons of early Virginia is monumental.  Now, we can focus on our own family, instead of expending resources on non-related persons.


Testing will continue.  We will determine if other Ethingtons around the country are related, and we will determine the extent that the Culpeper / Spotsylvania Ethington families have dispersed throughout the United States.


And once we have an understanding of the American family, we will turn to Great Britain, test persons of similar name, and we will find our British roots.






Respectfully Submitted






Harold D. Ethington

President, The Ethington Family Organization

November, 2002

Sandy Utah
Addendum #1
August 2003

Tests conducted on two additional individuals now reveal the following facts (see chart 5 following this report):

· The James Ethington who married Hannah Dulaney in Culpeper Virginia in 1800 (“James-2” in this report) is a perfect match for the known Ethington family of Spotsylvania County VA

But,

· The James Ethington who married Martha Blackburn in Culpeper in1804 (“James-3” in this report) is not related to either the Culpeper or the Spotysylvania Ethington families.

James Ethington-2 and wife Hannah Dulaney

Previous work done by Mae Mead and Marsha Lybertt has shown that these two James Ethingtons could not be the same man with two different marriages.  These tests confirm their conclusions.
Howard Carl Ethington of San Clemente California is a direct descendant of James-2 and Hanah Dulaney of Fountain County Indiana through their son John who married Susannah Sherrill.  Other descendants of this couple are Marie Cook (From John’s son Scott), and Mae Carpenter Mead of Rye, Colorado (mentioned above), who comes from John’s daughter Mary.

This test reveals that Howard is a perfect match to Donnie Lee Ethington of Shelbyville KY, and to Henry Clifford Edenton of Spotsylvania County Virginia (Fredericksburg), each a documented descendant of the Spots family.  Donnie Lee Ethington is a documented descendant of Joseph Ethington-1 of Spots county, and Henry Edenton is a documented descendant of John Ethington-1 also of Spots county.
James Ethington-2 has been previously considered as a son to William and Caty Ethington of Culpeper county since his marriage to Hannah Dulaney occurred in that county.  However, now, knowing that his descendant DNA matches perfectly to the Spotsylvania family, it seems more likely that James-2 is the son of James Ethington-1 who married Lucy Peterson in Spots County in c. 1765.  No children of James-1 and Lucy have been found prior to this, but we know from court records that they did have children.  James-1 died around 1776 in Spots county and later court records involving Lucy indicated that they did have children.  Unfortunately, none were named.
The two other Ethington families in Spots county were those of Joseph and John.  Both Joseph and John had sons named James who are documented, and the details of their lives are well known.  James-2 cannot be the same man as James the son of Joseph (lived in Trimble county KY), or James the son of John (lived in Spots county, served in the war of 1812).  Knowing this, the premise that James-2 is the son of James-1 becomes more likely, especially when we know that James-1 had children, but none have been identified as yet.
Knowing that descendants of Joseph-1, John-1, and James-1 all have identical DNA, and knowing that these three men were residents, close neighbors and contemporaries in Spotsylvania county greatly strengthens the thesis that they are brothers and all sons of the earlier William Ethington-1 found in that county from 1740 on.

James Ethington-3 and wife Martha Blackburn
This James Ethington was married to one Martha Blackburn in Culpeper county Virginia in December of 1804, just four years after the marriage of James Ethington-2 to Hannah Dulaney.  There has always been much speculation that the two men were one and same, but work by Mae Mead and Marsha Lybert has shown that this cannot be so.  That left us with two James Ethingtons in Culpeper county at the same time, but both could not logically be sons of William and Caty Ethington who had established a family there in the 1780’s.
Albe E. Ethington, a resident of Baytown Texas, is a documented descendant of James-3 through his son George Washington Ethington who migrated to Texas in 1839
.  Albe was tested earlier this year, and the results showed no relationship to the Spots/Culpeper Ethington families.  Neither was there any relationship with any of the other families we have identified to date.  Thinking that perhaps there had been an adoption or some other disruption in the line of descent for Albe, we determined to test a second descendant of James-3.
The man chosen was James Edward Ethington, a Doctor living in Occonomowoc Wiscinsin.  This James is a descendant of James-3 through his son James E. who had married Nancy Leek. Both James E. and George Washington are well documented as children of James-3.

The DNA of Dr. James Ethington tested identical to that of Albe E. Ethington, confirming that we had a good sample for this family.  But, the next conclusion that had to be drawn from this was that this Ethington family was in no way related to the Spots / Culpeper families.  There are 6 points of DNA difference between the two families, indicating that there really is no relationship at all.

These results are not a disappointment, rather they teach us several things.
First, while we have found that some persons with other spellings of the name are related, we now know that some persons with the same spelling are not related.
Second, we see the importance and necessity of a second test when the first results indicate something we do not understand.  The second test in this case opens up a whole new understanding of what we are dealing with, and directs us back to the correct path.
And finally, we have a great deal of research and knowledge to hand over to the family of James-3.  In addition, we will share with them any future research that may help them identify their British ancestry (see below).

British Research

Two years of testing the American family have produced results far beyond our greatest expectations.  In addition to sorting out the various branches of the family, (eliminating some and adding others!), we now have an excellent DNA signature with which to expand the search to Britain.

Just  1½ hours after receiving the test results for Dr. James Ethington above, I was unexpectedly asked to go to England and represent my company in some meetings there relating to a project I had been working on for several years.  This was an obvious chance to combine two objectives, and I immediately accepted and added additional time for family research purposes.

So, in just a few weeks I, my sister Pat Beadle and her husband Doug will be leaving for England with our DNA results in hand, looking for English / Scottish men named Ethington, Hethington, Hetherington, Atherton, or whatever we can fine, men willing to share with us a small DNA sample so that this search may continue on towards our final goal:  Finding our British roots.


We will be returning in early October, and,  allowing a month or two for lab results, I should have a new addendum to this report sometime before the end of 2003.


We thank all who have supported us so far.  We appreciate the men who have provided DNA samples.  And we especially thank those who have contributed financially so that the tests could be paid for.  The truth continues to be discovered, and it is a joy to be a part of this progress.  And as always, we welcome your further contributions.





Sincerely,






Harold D. Ethington



`


President, The Ethington Family Organization

end of report
Chart 5 follows
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Addendum #2
December 2003
England, Scotland Research Trip


Research conducted in England and Scotland during September and October 2003 on 11 men has identified an English connection for the American Edrington family, and shown that an Edrington man from Scotland is from the same family as an Etherington man from York.  No British connection was found for the American Culpeper / Spotsylvania Ethington family.

Background

Over 100 years of research have failed to yield the British ancestry for the American Ethington family.  DNA testing started in 2002 on American Ethington men has clarified our understanding of the American family, and with this knowledge it was determined that we had enough information to begin research in the British Isles.

The northern part of England, and the southern part of Scotland (known as “The Borders”) were chosen as the beginning point for our work because of the following reasons:

1. Family tradition has consistently held that the Ethingtons are a Scottish family.  Yet, the name appears to have English origins.
2. Work done by Professor William F. H. (Bill) Nicolaisen of the University of Aberdeen, May G. Williamson of Edinburgh University, and others, points to the Adder River valley on the English / Scottish border near Berwick as the probable origin of the name Etherington (various spellings)
.
3. Studies by the Ethington Family Organization in April of 1997 centered on the geographic distribution of Ethington surnames from 1550 to 1800 showed a predominance of occurrence in the northern counties of England, and the southern counties of Scotland.  Again, the Borders area.
4. Leila Ethington, wife of Gilbert Brian Ethington of Salt Lake City Utah now deceased, worked for many years on Ethington genealogy during the 1930’s and 1940’s.  She relates that one night she dreamed that she was in a car with George Floyd Ethington, her father-in-law, and other Ethington family members, and that they were headed southwest from London for their research.  She recalls the thought coming to her mind that they needed to turn the car around and head north, towards Scotland, where they would find the records and information they wanted.  They did so, but she retains no memory of what happened thereafter.

5. Parish records of Haddington, East Lothian, Scotland (borders area) were found to contain several of the few references to the name spelled as “Ethington” between 1500 and 1800.

6. Author George MacDonald Fraser in his history of the Borders area of Scotland and England
 identifies the Hetherington family as one of the 100 or so “reiving” or riding families of that area who, from 1350 to 1620 lived by theft, murder, plundering, and extortion in that lawless area.  The Hetheringtons (Mr. MacDonald’s wife is one) were especially adept at blackmail in those times, and they appear often in the written record.  Because of this recorded activity, we felt that we had to make a special effort in that area.
Procedure
We (my sister, Patricia Ethington Beadle, her husband Doug, and I) arrived in Carlisle, Cumbria, Northern England the evening of Saturday 20 September 2003.  After obtaining lodging, we used the local telephone book to find Ethington related names, and began calling.  The process was to first identify ourselves as Ethington family members in England researching our family history, and then ask if we could visit the person in their home to talk about genealogy.  All of the people we spoke with were gracious, but it took about 20 calls before Eva Errington agreed to let us let us come to her home.  We found this pattern (20 calls to 1 visit) to hold true throughout the two weeks we were making contacts.  
After visiting with Eva for about 30 minutes, we described our work with DNA in America and asked if she had a male relative who might want to participate.  She showed interest in the program, and suggested that her brother, who lived with her, would be willing to give us a sample.  After obtaining as much of her lineage as possible, we left a kit with her and departed.
Over the next nine days we were able to work with 13 different men and obtain DNA samples, or the promise thereof from 11.  Several were unable to meet with us, but said they would participate through the mail. Our route of travel was:  Gatwick, Carlisle, New Castle, Haddington, Edinbourgh, Dunbar, Chirnside, Berwick, York, Pool, Reading, and finally departure from Gatwick.  A list of the men who participated follows:
Test participants

1.    Alexander Peter Edington

16 Durham Rd. 15

Edinburgh 15
EH151NY

2.    John Alexander Stoddart Edington
Dusmuir Marine Rd.

Dunbar



3.    Joseph Graeme Errington

Milstones, 13 Weardale

Carlisle

CA2BT

4.    Paul Etherington


41 Middleshot Rd.

Gullane



5.    Ronald Etherington


156 Links Rd. Tyne & Wear 
North Shields
NA303TG

6     Donald Hetherington


13 Meadow View Harraky

Carlisle

CA13JJ

7.    Frank Hetherington


124 Dacre Rd.


Brampton
CA81BS

8     John Hetherington


Hetherlea 20 Helme Lodg Natland 
Kendal

LA97QA

9.   Christopher James Errington

86 Stanstead Rd.


Hartford

SG137HY

10. Derrick Etherington


24 The Riggs Chantry Est

Corbridge
NE455JX

11. George Eddington


35 Salamander Place

Edinburgh 6
EH67JJ

12. Harry Michael Etherington

12 Ave Rd. Clifton

York

YO306AY

13. Sydney Etherington


1 Mare Pond Cottgs Markwick Ln 
Loxhill

GU84BD
All but 2 of the above returned or gave samples during our meetings, resulting in 11 samples tested.  A map showing the location of each person tested follows:
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Test Results

Testing of the American family during 2002 had determined three separate and distinct DNA patterns.  They are:


1.  Pattern A1, A2 and A3
The William and Caty Ethington family of Culpeper county Virginia through their sons William, John and Joseph.

2.  Pattern A4

The Edenton and Ethington  families of Spotsylvania County 
Virginia.

3.  Pattern B1
 

The Edrington family of 1650 Northern Neck Virginia.

4.  Pattern C1



The Ethington family descending from James Ethington (1775 – 1871)



 And Martha Blackburn of Culpeper County Virginia. 

The first result evident from this round of testing was a match for the American Edrington family, identified above as Pattern B1.  This family has been represented by Scott Edrington of LaPoint Utah, and William Edrington of Colliersville Tennessee.  Scott and William match each other (1 variance) but are distantly related, proving that we have a good DNA signature for the Edrington family.  

Donald Hetherington of Carlisle, Cumbria, England closely matched (4 variances) the American Edrington pattern (Pattern B1).  Donald was able to give us his lineage back to his grandfather, Charles Hetherington who lived in Penrith, Cumbria, England and died there at the age of 72 in the 1940’s.  The two DNA patterns are as follows:

Scott Edrington:



11, 13, 12, 13, 29, 26, 11, 14, 13, 14, 12, 15, 12, 12, 26, 10, 10, 11, 11, 11, 10, 19, 23, 13, 23, 12
William Edrington:

11, 13, 12, 13, 29, 25, 11, 14, 13, 14, 12, 15, 12, 12, 26, 10, 10, 11, 11, 11, 10, 19, 23, 13, 23, 12
Donald Hetherington:

11, 13, 12, 13, 29, 25, 10, 14, 13, 14, 12, 15, 11, 12, 26, 11, 11, 11, 11, 11, 10, 19, 23, 13, 23, 12

Considering the time difference between these two families—a split sometime around 350 years ago and perhaps 15 generations—the existence of four variances is acceptable,  at least for a working hypothesis to be tested through traditional means.  Note that at the 6th point, Scott and William differ, but Donald matches William.

Beyond finding a British connection for the Edrington family, we see that this testing method does work, and it encourages us to continue on until we find a match for the Culpeper / Spotsylvania Ethington families.


The second finding from this research is the identification of two British men who are related even though one is an Edington, the other an Etherington, and the men are not aware of any family connection between them.


John Alexander Stoddart Edington lives in Dunbar Scotland, about half-way between Berwick and Edinburgh.  He descends from Patrick Edington who was born 1710 and died 1776, location not given but probably close to Dunbar.

Harry Michael Etherington lives in York, York, England and says that his family descends from a Scottish laird (a wealthy Scottish landowner).  The two men test as follows:
John Edington of Dunbar:

14, 16, 14, 12, 29, 24, 10, 11, 13, 14, 11, 16, 11, 11, 23, 11, 8, 10, 11, 13, 11, 19, 21, 13, 23, 11

Harry M. Etherington of York:

14, 15, 14, 12, 29, 24, 10, 11, 13, 14, 11, 16, 10, 11, 23, 11, 8, 10, 11, 13, 11, 19, 21, 13, 23, 11


The results are obvious.  These two men are related within about 10 generations (5 up, 5 back down).  In other words, they have a common ancestor somewhere around the GG Grandfather.  For John, that would be perhaps his GG Grandfather James Edington who was born in 1763 and died in 1849.  This family is not related to the American Ethington families at all, but they now have a basis to work on their own family trees and discover when and where the name evolved from one spelling to the other.

This works.


With only 11 tests in the British Isles, we have found two major pieces of information that were completely unknown to us all, and which provide great insight into the movements and evolution of the family over time.  It is now up to researchers in each of these two family groups to build on these findings, and hopefully augment their own family histories.


A chart detailing these two findings follows:
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� Note however that some members of the Culpeper / Spotsylvania Ethington family used the Edrington spelling of the name.  See Jeremiah Edrington, documented son of Joseph Ethington-1, born Virginia 1796, died Louisville KY 1859.  Also, members of the Edrington family sometimes adapted the spelling Ethington during the 1800’s.


� The Seven Daughters of Eve, The science that reveals our Genetic Ancestry by Bryan Sykes


� See the Ann Turner MRCA calculations at � HYPERLINK "http://www.members.aol.com/dnacousins/MRCA.exe" ��http://www.members.aol.com/dnacousins/MRCA.exe�  , also a paper by Bruce Walsh titled Estimating the Time to the Most Recent Common Ancestor for the Y Chromosome or Mitochondrial DNA for a Pair of Individuals   found at 


http://www.genetics.org/cgi/reprint/158/2/897.pdf


� We now can see that his “Joe Ethington” who “lived to be 106”, is likely Joseph Etherton, son of William-2 and brother of William-3, who lived in Madison, Jefferson County Indiana, just a few miles from William-3 in Henry County KY.  Joseph died at the age of  94.


�Evidence linking the James who married Martha Blackburn in Culpeper to the James, father of George Washington and James E. in Edgar County is thin at best.  It is based solely on the following:





Culpeper County VA records show the marriage of James Ethington to Martha Blackburn on 19 Dec 1804.  While deeds in Jessamine County KY and Edgar county show the wife of James Ethington as "Patsy, or Polly", there is one deed where she does sign as "Martha".  There is interaction between the James Ethingtons and the Blackburns in Edgar county IL.  This is the only evidence that James and Martha of Culpeper, are the same James and Martha of Edgar.


� Work by these two scholars appears at the end of this addendum as appendix A and appendix B.


� MacDonald, George Fraser.  The Steel Bonnets  (The Akadine Press, 2001)
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